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Wind in the Wires 41
Welcome to the latest issue of Wind in
the Wires, your home of First World War
aviation news and stories from around the
world. We are a little ahead of schedule
for this time of year, as the WitW team are
busy with projects far and wide. The
Summer 2022 journal (Volume 53/2) will
be hitting doormats shortly or whooshing
into your inbox, if you are one of our
growing band of digital subscribers. If you
need any information about joining up,
please go to the website or contact Andy
Kemp.
We also wanted to touch base with
current and prospective society members
as soon as possible following the Annual
General Meeting, to bring you up-to-date
with our plans for the future. Please read the statement below and feel free to contact
any committee member with your comments.

A Change of Name - No Change in Reputation
Readers will be aware that Cross & Cockade International has been the home of
authoritative, carefully-researched and profusely illustrated articles on First World War
aviation for more than 50 years. Unfortunately, this reputation is limited to an
increasingly small pool of subscribers. The Society remains in good financial health,
but over the past year its Management Committee has looked at ways to engage
more effectively with the wider public, particularly through the internet and social
media. This is increasingly important in light of the Society’s commitment to education.
Following a review of their marketing strategy, the Management Committee has
concluded that the Society’s name is a major obstacle in trying to reach new
audiences. On the other hand, initiatives such as Wind In The Wires and the Digital
Quarterly Journal, had shown that there is still an appetite for information about First
World War Aviation - if the medium and format are right.
The way that people access and absorb information has undergone huge changes
since the Society was formed – in the last 15-20 years there has been the advent of
the internet, widespread availability of online communication, the growth of social
media and, with all of this, an increasing reluctance by many to accept physical media
as their only source of information. Over the same period, the Society has seen a year
by year decline in subscriptions – the average age of members is now over 60. The
Management Committee is unanimous in believing that this decline is not only
unsustainable, but contrary to the Society’s charitable aims.
The following proposals were put to the Society’s recent Annual General Meeting:
• Change the Society’s registered name from “Cross & Cockade: The First World
War Aviation Historical Society” to “The Great War Aviation Society”
• Retain the title Cross & Cockade for the Journal, the Monographs and the
Calendar
• Keep the Journal, the Monographs, the Calendar and Wind in the Wires
unchanged – maintaining the Society’s reputation for quality, authentic research
• Introduce new digitally based offerings aimed at the under 60 age group
• Develop the Society’s marketing capability to communicate with new audiences
and offer appropriate products that will appeal to these groups
Although there was considerable debate
about these changes, they were approved
by the majority of members attending the
AGM, as was the new logo, which draws
heavily on the existing Society design. In
light of the points raised by members, the
Management Committee will undertake a
final review before moving forward with
the planned changes. They are particularly keen to reassure existing members, and
those who have come to enjoy the Society’s many products that these will not change.
What will change, however, is the Society’s ability to develop public interest in First
World War Aviation and to find new, younger, audiences to sustain these efforts.

Déjà vu. You can say that again!
There have been some bizarre stories in
Wind in the Wires over the years, such as
the Red Baron shooting down a UFO over
the trenches (WitW13) and that Raymond
Collishaw was actually a time-travelling
Elon Musk (WitW36). Joining them is this
article from WalesOnline on 7 March
2022, where a 61 year old Manchester
man can recall being a Royal Flying
Corps ‘Flight Lieutenant’, shot down while flying over the Cambrai area in 1917.
Steve Mulligan unlocked his memories during a hypnosis session and can now recall
a previous life as Llandudno’s Sydney Sutcliffe, including joining the RFC and
making the reconnaissance flight in which he was killed. Steve says he can remember
looking out of the aircraft to the ground below moments before it was hit by enemy
fire, causing it to spiral out of control. A visit to Llandudno to trace his ‘past life’ has
uncovered further memories.
A check of Trevor Henshaw’s ‘The Sky Their Battlefield II’ confirms that Military Medal
holder Sutcliffe of 11 Squadron was shot down on 2 October 1917 flying Bristol F2B
(A7138) together with 2Lt JM McKenna. A claim was made by Vfw H Oberländer of
Jasta 30 for a ‘Bristol’ SW of Marquette, putting the combat in broadly the right area to
Steve’s ‘recollection’. Sutcliffe is buried at Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez.
What do you think?
https://bit.ly/3LYMCbi

Revell in a Great Book at a Bargain Price
The Society is continuing to sell the superb Baptism of
Fire - The Royal Flying Corps at War: The First Year
in France 1914-1915 for just £14.95 plus p&p from our
web shop. Originally available at £23.95, this excellent
book by Alex Revell, an internationally acknowledged
researcher into the history of the RFC, RAF and RNAS,
details the vitally important role played by the RFC in
the first year of the war. It is also the personal story of
the courage of young airmen whose underpowered
machines lacked the ability to climb to a height sufficient
to protect them from both anti-aircraft and small arms
fire. A perfect birthday gift for fans of the First World
War, or treat yourself to a copy: https://bit.ly/3CSFCrf
While you are browsing our bookstore, don’t forget to
pick up a copy of the authoritative BE2a - A Definitive
History by Paul Hare and Andrew Willox. We have also
reduced the price of this book by £10.00, so it’s just
£17.00 plus p&p to have details of every operational
BE2a in the world at your fingertips:
https://bit.ly/3HC5hb0
Don't miss out!

Bidding Fury - 56 Squadron Medals Sold
Onto prosaic grounds with news of the
medals of a prolific pilot who served in
both world wars being sold for c£6,000
(inc premium). The NorfolkLive on 1 May
2022 reported that Group Captain Louis
William Jarvis’ impressive group of nine
medals was sold at Spink auctioneers in
London.
Cromer born Jarvis served in Gallipoli before his transfer to the Royal Flying Corps,
rubbing shoulders with greats like McCudden and served in 'C' Flight, 56 Squadron,
whom he joined in October 1917.
Rising to become a Flight Commander, Jarvis had seven victories, his first coming on
19 February 1918. Remaining in the service, he saw further active service in Iraq and
took command of the Polish Air Force at Blackpool during the Second World War.
At the same auction, medals belonging to his 56 Squadron comrade, Lieutenant
Harold John ‘Jackie’ Walkerdine, were sold including his 1918 Military Cross for
c£7,800 (inc premium). Another seven victory ace, one of which was shared with
Jarvis, Walkerdine’s first ‘kill’ is mentioned in McCudden’s book, Flying Fury.
See https://bit.ly/3LX6Lyx and the listings for the auction lots can be found at
https://bit.ly/3M2B1b9 and https://bit.ly/3KXKaR4

Field of Dreams
A piece on KentLive, posted on 6 March
2022, gave me pause to ponder as it
mentioned Bekesbourne's amazing
‘Tetrahedra Field’. The site, near
Canterbury, was the site of a First World
War aerodrome, RFC Bekesbourne.
Lying between the various trees and
weeds growing between them, these
concrete polyhedral beasts are marked with a letter and a number. It is presumed that
these structures, likely to be “dragon’s teeth” anti-tank obstacles, are a relic of the
nearby airfield, although the information available regarding how they ended up here
is limited.
The article briefly considers Bekesbourne’s history, to include being the home of 56
Squadron in June/July 1917 in response to the Gotha bombing raids. In 1919, a local
hospital surgeon, Dr Edward Douglas Whitehead Reid, bought an Airco DH6, which
he kept at the site which had been newly named Canterbury Airport, becoming the
first owner in Britain of a private aircraft after the First World War.
See https://bit.ly/3kQzCID

Intrepid Talk
A recent lecture, called Codename
INTREPID, saw broadcaster and aviation
historian, Paul Beaver, present the
incredible story of the life of Sir William
Stephenson at the Army Flying Museum.
Sir William, from humble Canadian
beginnings, enlisted in the Royal Flying
Corps. He was a 73 Squadron pilot with
12 victories, flying Sopwith Camels. He
was shot down and crashed his plane
behind enemy lines on 28 July 1918 and
became a prisoner of war. Stephenson
achieved the rank of Captain and earned
the Military Cross and Distinguished
Flying Cross.
He was a dedicated soldier, a gifted
inventor, an extraordinary businessman
and a spy. He eventually earned himself the codename Intrepid for his immense
bravery and dedication. He became closely affiliated with Winston Churchill, and his
World War Two actions served as the main inspiration for Ian Fleming’s James Bond.
This 16 March 2022 lecture is available to view here: https://bit.ly/3kPLI4T and see
also https://bit.ly/3Fr9v4F

A Sonata for Arthur
There was an absorbing article on the Australian
J-Wire website about a distinguished composer
and pianist with a First World War aviation
backstory, which was posted on 15 March 2022.
Sydney born Arthur Leslie Benjamin was
studying at the Royal College of Music in London
at the outbreak of the war. He initially served in
the infantry and, in November 1917, Benjamin
joined the Royal Flying Corps. On 31 July 1918,
his DH9 (serial D3039 "Z") was shot down over
Puttelange and lost its undercarriage on landing.
This was a disastrous 12 machine raid by 99
Squadron RAF (Independent Force) bound for Mainz, which was set upon by a huge
formation of enemy aircraft. A total of fourteen officers were lost in that single raid.
Benjamin spent the remainder of the war as a German prisoner at Ruhleben
Internment Camp. Arthur’s internment did not stop his composing, and the manuscript
of an unpublished Violin Sonata in E minor bears the date 1918, which appears to be
his only composition during this time. The article goes on to chronicle the influential
career that Benjamin enjoyed until his death in 1960.
https://bit.ly/3yjLbAd

Game Theory
In previous issues of Wind in the Wires,
I’ve mentioned the 1919 competition for
the first Australian aviators to fly from
England to Australia within 30 days with a
prize of £10,000 on offer. South Australian
brothers and Royal Flying Corps alumni
Ross Smith (pilot) and Keith Smith
(navigator), with engineers Walter Shiers
(SA) and James Bennett (Vic), were the
first successful crew.
The Age had a fun article on 30 March 2022 about The Sir Ross Smith Aeroplane
Race Game, a board game complete with biplanes swooping over a world map. The
Powerhouse Museum were looking to develop a mini-video of the game but that old
problem of is the word ‘airplane or aeroplane’ correct rather side-tracked them! The
article informs the reader that the BBC Advisory Committee on Spoken English in the
1920s advised the use of airplane, whilst the Americans favoured aeroplane from the
days of the Wright flyer onwards. Nowadays, the US has widely adopting airplane.
Whatever the name, the manufacturers of this evocative game remain a mystery,
much like why players had to detour to Madagascar to bypass Baghdad fog!
https://bit.ly/3LT1Jmu

Siren Song
A National Geographic article on 17
March 2022 charted the history of the air
raid siren, something that resonates once
again due to the war in Ukraine. Starting
with First World War Zeppelin and aircraft
raids on Britain and the precautionary
measures taken by the armed forces and
for civilians, the development of this
warning system is discussed.
The matter was debated in Parliament, and the proposals put forward by controversial
MP Noel Pemberton Billing are illuminating, as is the general distrust of how the
working classes might react to the sound of a siren.
The article continues into the post war period with the formation of an Air Raid
Precautions Sub-committee in 1924 by the Committee of Imperial Defence, due to the
prospect of future attacks by bomber aircraft. The problems encountered in
developing the correct siren, its volume and deployment as a national network are
also considered.
Interesting read at https://bit.ly/393GEr9

Burn Baby Killer Burn – Zeppelin Inferno
Ian Castle is the author of the Zeppelin
Inferno – The Forgotten Blitz 1916, which
was published on 21 April 2022. It is the
second of a three volume series, which
began with Zeppelin Onslaught – The
Forgotten Blitz 1914-1915, published in
2018.
Ian was asked by Military History Now to
write a piece, posted on 24 March 2022, about the Zeppelin menace and how it was
defeated. It concentrates on the ‘Great Zeppelin Raid’ of 31 January 1916, where nine
naval Zeppelins raided the industrial Midlands, fully exposing the inadequacies of
Britain’s defence. The raid was a catalyst for development of improved measures to
defeat this aerial marauder.
See https://bit.ly/3FugAl1 and go to https://bit.ly/3vVzAWm or your usual bookseller to
grab these meticulously researched volumes containing many eye witness accounts
and also include images supplied by yours truly.
Brett Holman’s Airminded blog set out a reading list for the German Air Raids on
Britain, 1914-1918. The 29 March 2022 post is divided into a number of sections
including official histories, narrative /popular histories, local and regional studies and
the German perspective. See this handy guide at https://bit.ly/3wxS8LF. Brett, being a
man of immaculate taste, includes both of my books in his list!
If you happen to be in East Anglia on the evening of 25 May 2022 and want to hear all
about Zeppelin raids (who doesn't?), please make your way to the Great War Huts
HQ just outside Bury St Edmunds. I have been invited to give a talk as part of their
Hutted Histories series titled 'The Midnight Assassin - Zeppelin Visits to the East
Coast'. Come and support this amazing project.
See https://bit.ly/3l0ipga

Norfolk’s Red Baron
The AeroTime website post of 4 April
2022 ticked the boxes for fans of replica
aircraft and the Red Baron. Peter
Brueggemann, a 58-year-old doctor living
in Norfolk, has spent 10 years building his
own replica Fokker triplane in his garage
at a cost of around £70,000. This has
been done all while Peter working a fulltime job, maintaining family life and
learning how to actually fly.
The bright red triplane sports fake bullet holes are painted on the outside but the gun
and bullets on the front of the aircraft are real. In homage to the Red Baron,
Brueggemann has even bought himself the title of ‘Baron’, and it is emblazoned on
the side of his aircraft.
Brueggemann, who usually flies Cessnas, took lessons in a Tiger Moth to get used to
the handling and the characteristics of vintage type aircraft. The triplane sports some
modern innovations to include extra engine supports for the 180 brake horsepower
(BHP) Lycoming four-cylinder O-360 engine.
https://bit.ly/393PmFv
Thank you to Bob Jones for the following link to 3D treasures on the Australian War
Memorial website. I would recommend taking a few minutes to enjoy the rendering of
the control column of von Richthofen’s crashed Fokker Triplane. Also seek out the
grave cross for Captain Robert Little.
https://bit.ly/3vXevuS

Handley Placed
It must be something about Norfolk as,
staying with replicas, Graham Curtis, who
lives in Westfield, near Dereham, is the
proud custodian of a replica Handley
Page O/400. As reported in the Eastern
Daily Press on 26 April 2022, Graham is a
member of The Paralyser Group, whose
ultimate goal, since the mid-1980s, has
been to build a flying replica of this trailblazing bomber aircraft.
The Paralyser Group's name is taken from a quote attributed to Captain Murray
Sueter, director of the Air Department of the Royal Navy, who demanded during the
First World War a ‘bloody paralyser of an aircraft’.
The article confirms that the partially completed bomber is being transported to the
Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome near Maldon, Essex, where it will be displayed in
the hope of attracting an investor who could fund the project's completion. Graham
explained that it became evident that the Group were not going to be able to do this
all themselves, so they came up with the idea of making a significant portion of the
O/400.
https://bit.ly/3slYVXv

Park Life – Manchester’s first airport
The short life of Alexandra Park
Aerodrome, three miles south of
Manchester, was covered in a 10 April
2002 article on simpleflying.com. First
opened in 1918, the War Department
selected the site for aircraft manufacturer
A V Roe & Company (Avro) to test and
deliver its aircraft to the Royal Air Force.
When civilian flying was allowed once
more in May 1919, the first aircraft to arrive was a converted Handley Page O/400
piloted by Lt Col Sholto Douglas. Civilian flights became popular in the summer of
1919, when the Avro Transport Company became the first UK airline to offer regularly
scheduled flights using Avro 504K biplanes. A deal was struck between Avro and the
city of Blackpool for the sole rights to land its aircraft on the beach and rivals Sopwith
had a similar arrangement with Southport. In the early 1920s, Daimler Airway
operated daily scheduled passenger flights to Croydon Airport.
The terms of the land lease stipulated that the use of the site as an airfield would
cease five years after the end of the war. Alexandra Park Aerodrome closed on 24
August 1924.
See https://bit.ly/3vSpIg7
The following week, 16 April 2022, simpleflying.com had a complimentary story on the
predecessor to Croydon Airport - Hounslow Heath Aerodrome.
See https://bit.ly/3938bZs

In Short
On 2 April 2022, legendary early
aeroplane specialist, Mikael Carlson, flew
the American Heritage Museum’s
Nieuport 28 C-1 biplane fighter on its first
post-restoration flight, reported
Warbirdnews.com. The airframe dates
from 1918 and is one of just five complete
examples known to be in existence. It is
also the oldest original airworthy combat aircraft to have served with America’s armed
forces, albeit during the post First World War period.
Read more at https://bit.ly/3vSqeL5
The story of pioneering French aviator and fighter pilot Roland Garros gets another
airing on the Simple Flying website. The 17 April 2022 piece is a handy recap of the
achievements of this iconic flyer, innovator, record holder and POW escapee, who
was shot down in October 1918 by, it is believed, German ace Hermann Habich.
See https://bit.ly/3LRgiHf
Thank you to David Spruce, who recently posted a link to the Imperial War Museum
sound archives on Twitter. Hear first-hand from Indian RFC pilot Hardutt (sic) Singh
Malik recorded in 1983, two years before his death aged 91. The short description is
an “Indian officer served as pilot with 28 Sqdn Royal Flying Corps on Western Front,
1917”. It’s so much more!
Captivating content at https://bit.ly/3waDeL3

Ladies in Flight
In WitW40, I featured the story of Bessie
Coleman, the first African American
women to be awarded an international
pilot’s licence. In a similar vein, it is high
time to mention the ‘Forgotten First Lady
of Flight’, Harriet Quimby. The in-depth
article on the Messy Nessy website on 7
April 2022 charts the life and times of the
first licenced American female pilot, who went on to be the first female pilot to fly
across the English Channel.
The journalist was inspired to fly after attending the 1910 Belmont Park International
Aviation Tournament in New York. Immediately after receiving her licence, Harriet
ditched impractical petticoats and instead designed a suave purple satin aviation suit.
Helped by her connections in journalism, she became a media darling and enjoyed a
dazzling aviation career until her untimely death in a flying accident on 1 July 1912.
Recommended https://bit.ly/3smWBPH
Staying with independent women and aviation, I enjoyed the Atlas Obscura piece on
25 March 2022 on Clara Adams. She was not an aviatrix but a passenger and known
as ‘The maiden of maiden voyages’, who held tickets for every major inaugural flight
through the dawn of air travel, taking her first commercial flight in 1914. Clara was
also aboard the maiden flight of the Hindenburg in 1936.
https://bit.ly/3ytzlnj

Lambert Trumps Gillet
In WitW 40, I included an article which
mentioned the record of US-born Captain
Frederick Warrington Gillet and attributed
to him the honour of being the second
highest scoring American pilot of the First
World War. I was contacted by Joseph
Unger, Secretary of the William C
Lambert Military Museum and Archive
wishing to post a correction, which I am
more than happy to share.
In 1973, Royal Frey, Chief of the
Research Division at the Museum
contacted Group Captain EB Haslam of
the Historical Branch of the Air Ministry Royal Air Force to clarify discrepancies in
Lambert’s victory total. The investigation
was handed over to FW Coles, who
created a document that listed thirty two incidents and included a ‘key of reference’ to
indicate the sources used to validate Lambert’s record. Coles determined that
Lambert had over 22 victories. So, in the Museum’s view, the second highest scoring
American is William Carpenter Lambert of 24 Squadron, RAF.
The documentation supporting the claim is available in the Lambert File in the US Air
Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio. Joe also mentions that Samuel Wilson’s book, Bill
Lambert: World War I Flying Ace should also be consulted.
At WitW, we acknowledge that there are often discrepancies in the number of claims
made by or on behalf of individual pilots in the heat of battle but remain in awe of their
deeds, whatever their final tally may be.

Cultural Corner – Comics, Novels and Guitars
In the Pioneers of Aviation blog post of 29
April 2022, a US comic book, True
Aviation #4 from August 1943 is
reviewed. It includes a true story from
Squadron Leader Charles Kennett of the
17 men ’who rode out to stop the Huns at
St. Quentin’. The story is reproduced in
full and it is a rip-roaring tale of combat on
that fateful day of 21 March 1918, as the
Germans broke through the British lines.
Kennett was only 18 when he flew combat
and commanded 29 Squadron of 5 Wing
of the British Expeditionary Force in
France in 1918.
A cracking read at https://bit.ly/3wcA0GM
From comic books to novels: In WitW 38, I
mentioned the brief First World War
career of novelist William Faulkner and
was pleased to see a more expansive piece on the Nobel Prize winner’s aviation links
on the Literary Hub website. A post on 21 April 2022 explains that Faulkner’s early
work was full of aeroplanes and those who lived among them, aviators, barnstormers
and parachutists, and how it inspired the writer of the blog, Taylor Brown, to pen his
own novel, Wingwalkers.
https://bit.ly/3968liI
Finally to Grunge.com on 28 April 2022. Did you know that part of the reason for the
fame of the Rickenbacker electric guitar is due to a popularity of First World War flying
ace? Adolph Rickenbacker had been born Adolph Richenbacher and sold some
guitars with the original Germanic version of the name but, by the mid 1930s,
switched to the anglicised version. It's thought that this could have been because of
anti-German sentiment after the war, but the real reason is likely that his cousin Eddie
Rickenbacker was a famous name and good for marketing.
https://bit.ly/3FtHJV1

Camel Funding
A message lands in the WitW inbox from
Wade Eakle of Santa Rosa, California.
He asks me to share a GoFundMe
campaign to raise donations ($5K) for the
Pacific Coast Air Museum to restore their
replica Sopwith Camel and publicly
reunite it with an all-red Fokker Triplane at
a WWI Aviation History Day on 21 April
2023. Here is the link - https://gofund.me/687f4e8b - which includes further
information on this worthy project.

Lewis is gunning for Trenchard
At 6pm BST on 26 May 2022, the RAF
Museum will be live-streaming a lecture
by Brandon Lewis exploring the
importance of Sir David Henderson and
his role in the creation of the Royal Air
Force.
This lecture will establish that the ‘Father
of the RAF’ was Lieutenant-General Sir
David Henderson and not, as is often
argued, Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir
Hugh Trenchard. Although Trenchard was vital in furthering the role of the RFC and
securing the independence of the RAF, he should not be regarded as the father of the
RAF says Lewis. Without Henderson’s steadfast work, the RAF would have never
existed.
What do you think? Register at https://bit.ly/3Piy2gW
On the subject of interesting lectures, David Fuller, our journal layout guru informs me
that Canadian historian Roger Gunn, author of Masters of the Air, and Raymond
Collishaw and the Black Flight, will give an online presentation on Alan McLeod VC,
to the Central Ontario Branch, Western Front Association, on 28 May 2022, starting at
3:30pm BST (10:30am EDT). Guests are welcome to join the session and can find the
link at https://bit.ly/3kVPY2V.

Written by David Marks, edited by Andy Kemp
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