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Wind in the Wires
Best wishes to all of our Wind in the Wires subscribers. As the world continues to struggle
with the Covid-19 pandemic, there haven’t been so many First World War aviation news
stories around so we thought that it was a good time to experiment with a slightly different
‘single column’ format for the 34th edition, which is coming out a little earlier than usual.
Please let us know what you think.
As part of this edition, we are also taking
the opportunity to clearly and concisely
bring everyone up to date with the latest
Society news. The Committee has been
meeting regularly through the wonders
of modern conferencing technology to
take the key decisions necessary to
ensure that the Society can continue to
deliver the highest level of service in a
challenging economic climate.
CCI members should be assured that
preparation of Volume 51 issue 3
(Autumn 2020) of the Journal continues
apace and will be winging its way around
the world in around four weeks. As usual
it will be packed full of features and
photographs. If you are not currently a
member, please consider joining us. Just
head over to the website or contact Andy Kemp, our Membership Secretary:
membership.secretary@crossandcockade.com
Agreeing the 2021 subscriptions and the cost of the 2021 calendar has been the subject of
much discussion and we are, for the first time in several years, making a small increase in
subscriptions - purely to cover increased costs. For 2021 the UK subscription is £30, for
the EU it's £39 and for the US £49/$65. The Rest of World rate is also £49. All those over
80 years old on 1st January 2021 are, as in previous years, entitled to £5/$6 discount. You
can subscribe for 2021 here: https://bit.ly/2DkEF1T
For our ever-popular calendar, the cost including postage is £11.50 in the UK, £12.75 in the
EU and for the US and Rest of World, the cost is £14/$19. Still superb value - and you can
buy yours here: https://bit.ly/3k9XUvE
Postage rates to anywhere outside Europe have been massively increased, particularly
those to the USA. We are being told this is due to the reduction in air travel caused by
Covid-19. Normally, spare aircraft hold capacity is used for airmail – but now there is no
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going rate, which is much higher than the
norm, and they are passing the increase on to
us. Unfortunately, we have to pass it on to our
members and customers. The writer’s idea of
acquiring an airship for transatlantic deliveries
was not approved by the Committee!
The Society’s 2020 AGM has now been
rescheduled for Saturday 3 October 2020 at
2pm UK time (GMT). It will be held virtually via
Zoom and you will find all of the pertinent
details set out later in this edition. It is a real
opportunity for all current members, both in the
UK and overseas, to help shape the future of
the Society. Please join us!
Finally, we regret to announce that we will not be present at the IMPS Scale ModelWorld
in November 2020, at Telford due to the pandemic. We wish all our friends at the IMPS well
and look forward to returning in 2021.

Society AGM
Our 2020 AGM, scheduled for April this year, had to be cancelled and we have decided to
hold a virtual AGM on Saturday the 3rd of October using Zoom. This will commence at
2.00pm UK time which we believe is going to allow the participation of as many of our
members in Eastern and Western time zones as possible.
All members are welcome! For those wishing to join us, please contact Andy Kemp at
membership.secretary@crossandcockade.com to obtain registration details, which will be
issued in the week before the AGM. Following the formal AGM there will be a talk by our
own WitW compiler David Marks entitled "Not Only Good Things Come From Above:
The Zeppelin Offensive – A German Perspective". This will cover an interesting aspect
of the First World War experience, from a viewpoint that has rarely been considered - so
don’t hang up at the end of the AGM.

Volunteers, One Step Forward!
Given the centrality of the Journal to the Society, we continue to look into how we can
protect and maintain it in the face of the uncertainties of the ongoing pandemic and the
ageing membership of the committee. We have a very successful design, layout and copy
production process in place but we are always looking for volunteers to work
alongside existing committee members to take on the various steps involved in editing,
design, layout and production of the Journal. The time demands can be arranged flexibly
to suit the individual and need not be excessive. It would also help if the volunteers
have experience in areas such as computer copy editing, proofing and photographic
manipulation, drafting and cartography, to name a few.
The journal is CCI’s crown jewel and maintaining its high standards for the future is of
paramount importance to the Society, so, if you wish to play a part in this, please get in
touch with any committee member (contact details can be found on the table of contents
page of all journals and on our website) or email me at chairman@crossandcockade.com.
Stay safe and healthy,
https://mailchi.mp/7f54f5d26ec9/wind-in-the-wires-8652966?e=a422fab3fd
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Regatta Chatter
Let’s start with something a bit classy, as we
head to the banks of the Thames and the
Henley Royal Regatta. On 13 July 2020, the
Henley Standard announced the acquisition of
a silver trophy for next year’s Island Challenge
Cup. The cup, fitted with a sterling silver and
polished sapele wood base, was donated by
Chris Morrell in memory of his father, Lieutenant Charles Morrell, an observer with 8
Squadron Royal Flying Corps.
The trophy was awarded to the brave airman for saving a young man from drowning 6 May
1917 at Scheveningen in the Netherlands. Morrell and his pilot, Lieutenant EE Hodgson,
had been interned when their BE2c (1677) had crash-landed in June 1915.
Morrell was interned at a camp called Timbertown in Groningen but was soon transferred
and spent the rest of the war in the country. He had to swear an oath not to escape
because this would have violated Dutch neutrality. From 1916 to 1918, he rowed for RV de
Laak in The Hague in local regattas. Lt Morrell had a life-long passion for rowing and held
key roles in the sport as a competitor and administrator. See https://bit.ly/3fmLEEA

Biggles Hits The Target
On 1 July 2020, the Answers to
Correspondents page of the Daily Mail solved
a burning question: ‘How many aircraft did
Biggles shoot down in World War I’? The total,
according to Roger Harris of www.biggles.com
is 49.
Captain WE Johns wrote 101 books featuring
the fictional airman covering both world wars
and Roger has gone through every story,
making a detailed note in an effort to work out
our hero’s First World War tally and came up
against the problem of deciding what exactly
counts as a victory, especially in the midst of a
huge dogfight.
Roger has concluded that 49 is the most accurate count, with 16 aircraft falling in The
Camels Are Coming alone. The total excludes five aircraft shot down by rear gunners in
Biggles Learns To Fly, as well as three balloons and one submarine. With that score,
Biggles would have come just outside the top dozen aces.

Cacquot Caper Creates Cash
The sale by auction of an impressive set of
medals by Spink & Son was widely reported at
the end of May 2020. The medals sold for
£5,500 and comprised the awards of
‘balloonatic’ Lieutenant Arthur Burbury.
London Regiment officer Burbury had been
https://mailchi.mp/7f54f5d26ec9/wind-in-the-wires-8652966?e=a422fab3fd
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Section in October 1915, arriving in France the following month. On 15 September 1916,
he was observing over the Somme at 3,000ft when his stricken Cacquot balloon drifted
across the line of fire of a Royal Artillery battery after his cable was cut by a shell. Burbury
destroyed his papers, ripped the balloon and descended in his parachute. The award of a
Military Cross soon followed.
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Lt Burbury subsequently flew with 1 Squadron RFC and was made a prisoner of war when
his Nieuport 17 (A6671) crashed on 26 April 1917 during a Kite Balloon Patrol. After
repatriation, Burbury finished the war at Archangel assisting the White Russians against
the Bolsheviks in the Russian Civil War. The articles also focus on this remarkable man’s
exploits as a Diplomat and modern Don Juan and are worth a read.
See http://dailym.ai/3i05uHo and https://bit.ly/2BUMCds

Anderson’s Furlough
There was a poignant story of Angus war hero, Lieutenant Patrick Wright Anderson, in
The Courier. The ‘hook’ of the 22 July 2020 article is the use of the word furlough,
something with different connotations in these strange times.
Anderson was a maths and science student at
the outbreak of the war. Volunteering for a
commission in the Black Watch, Anderson
served in Salonika and subsequently applied to
be an Observer. He was allocated to 18
Squadron RFC during November 1917.
On 27 June 1918, he was on a morning patrol
over Flanders (DH4 A8048) with Canadian
pilot, Lt R C Bennett. They were attacked by 10
enemy aircraft and Anderson was badly
wounded in the stomach and left thigh. After a
prolonged period of hospitalisation, he was
sent to the south of France by the Officers’
Association for a prolonged furlough in the
hope of a permanent recovery from his injuries.
Sadly, his health continued to deteriorate and he died aged 29 on 2 November 1921 after a
further operation. Because he died after 31 August 1921, Anderson was not entitled to be
listed in the War Graves Commission register or have an official headstone.
https://bit.ly/2PpXiEi

Raging Bullard
There was a nice little article in the Glasgow Evening Times on 8 June 2020, which told
the tale of how Eugene Bullard, the first black flying ace, was able to escape from racism in
the US to Glasgow.
Eugene was 11 when he ran away from home in Georgia, traumatised by the near-lynching
of his father, William, by a mob of drunken white men and his own brushes with racial
hatred. In 1912, with the aim of getting to Paris, Eugene stowed away on the German
freighter Marta Russ, which took him to Aberdeen. From here, he took a train to Glasgow.
He spent five months in the city, earning money as a lookout at illegal gambling dens.
Bullard served with distinction in the French Foreign Legion and the Army’s 170th infantry
regiment before transferring to the Air Service. He received pilot's licence number 6950 in
May 1917 and flew twenty combat missions. When the US entered the war, Bullard sought
a transfer to its air force but his request was ignored. He was posthumously commissioned
https://mailchi.mp/7f54f5d26ec9/wind-in-the-wires-8652966?e=a422fab3fd
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Hot Tamales!
Staying State-side, on 1 July 2020, the Air
Force Magazine website told the rousing story
of David Ervin Shaw, a First World War fighter
pilot with 48 Squadron RAF hailing from South
Carolina. Blessed with the nickname ‘Molly’,
because he was prone to shout “Hot tamales!”
when excited about something, Shaw
abandoned his US Army pilot training to join
the Royal Flying Corps in Canada and, by May
1918, was a Bristol F2B pilot.
‘Molly’ was regarded as a daring and skilful
pilot amongst his peers and volunteered for the
most dangerous missions. However, this
impatient hero quickly succumbed to a fiery
demise over Albert. On 9 July 1918, F2B
B1113 was intercepted by three enemy Pfalz
on its return from a reconnaissance mission.
After a furious battle, Shaw and his observer, Sergeant Tom Walter Smith, were shot down
and killed. They are buried side by side at Regina Trench Cemetery, Grandcourt.
In 1941, the US named a South Carolina base Shaw Army Air Field, in honour of the
heroic native son. See https://bit.ly/3fpPOM4
Rounding off our US content, I would mention a rousing retelling of the story of the dashing
French-American pilot Lt. Raoul Lufbery in the New Haven Register here:
https://bit.ly/3kdpRTi

Hind Quarters
Let’s make a rare journey to South Africa to
hear some good news about the relocation of
the Bezuidenhout Valley war memorial. The
Independent Online reported on 13 July 2020
that the Johannesburg memorial, which had
endured years of vandalism and neglect (see
image) had been moved to a safer place in a
local park. The project continues and the plan
is to create a monument at the spot where the
memorial originally stood.
https://mailchi.mp/7f54f5d26ec9/wind-in-the-wires-8652966?e=a422fab3fd
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Royal Flying Corps and he grew up east of Johannesburg. Hind joined the RFC in May
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1917 and, by August 1918, was a flight commander with 40 Squadron. In an encounter
with a Fokker D.VII on 25 July 1918, he shot down Josef Raesch of Jasta 43. Less than a
month later, Hind was killed when he was shot down by Ernst Udet of Jasta 4 whilst flying
SE5a E3984.
His great-grandniece, Jeanette Bensted-Smith, cannot wait to visit the memorial at the new
site. Hind is buried at Peronne Communal Cemetery Extension with his grave bearing the
inscription: A SOLDIER, A GENTLEMAN, A HERO: https://bit.ly/2DA8uLC

Help Keep Down on the Up
A shout-out to the Boscombe Down Aviation
Collection at the Old Sarum Airfield, which
reopened to the public on 7 July 2020. The
following week, the local Spire FM website
reported on BDAC’s appeal to raise funds to
enable future generations to experience the
collection. Significant funds were lost since the
site’s enforced closure and the reopening
heralds the start of a brand new Royal Flying
Corps exhibition, which has been over 2 years
in the making.
Famous names such as James McCudden and
Arthur Rhys Davids are exhibited with their personal, private collections. Hundreds of
personal items are on display, which have never been seen by the public before. Read
more here (it includes the link for the JustGiving page): https://bit.ly/3i84eSM or head to
https://bit.ly/31fd5uY
Talking of Old Sarum, news has just broken (31 July 2020) that the High Court has ruled in
favour of Wiltshire Council and Secretary of State in the Judicial Review Appeal by Old
Sarum Airfield Ltd against the refusal for planning permission to build 462 homes and
create a “flying hub”. Campaign group SOS - Save Old Sarum called the decision
"fantastic news". See https://bit.ly/3i9ri3g

Cadbury World
On 14 May 2020, in a lively blog post by the
Time and Tide Museum, Great Yarmouth, it
considers the exploits of one of its local First
World War heroes, Major Egbert Cadbury,
who was based at the North Sea Air Station,
South Denes.
Grandson of the famous chocolate manufacturer, Egbert was involved in shooting down
two Zeppelins, L21 on 28 November 1916 and L70 on 5 August 1918. The blog quotes
extensively from Story of a North Sea Air Station by CF Snowden Gamble and is worth a
look if you are not acquainted with this noted airman. See also WitW 26.
https://bit.ly/2XtK4uB

Bert’s Boulder Revisited
In 2015, WitW reported on how a boulder from Mon Repos Beach near Bundaberg,
Queensland was shipped to the Italian Alps to become a memorial dedicated to the
https://mailchi.mp/7f54f5d26ec9/wind-in-the-wires-8652966?e=a422fab3fd
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Post lockdown, the site has been cleaned up
by Hinkler enthusiast Franco Scarpini and his
wife, Marcella, reported the Bundaberg Now
on 7 July 2020. Franco is credited with locating
Hinckler’s death marker in 2014, something he
attributes to the intervention of the sound of an
eagle flapping above him as he searched for the “lone eagle’s” crash site.
During the First World War, Hinkler served with the Royal Naval Air Service as a gunner
/observer in Belgium and France, for which he was awarded the Distinguished Service
Medal. In 1918, Hinkler was posted to 28 Squadron RAF with which he served as a pilot in
Italy: https://bit.ly/2DufHNo
Also, a bottle of Dewar’s Whisky that was the first air mailed whisky to Australia is on
display at the Hinkler Hall of Aviation. Pioneer aviator Bert Hinkler was the first person to
fly solo from England to Australia, and on this flight he carried the first case of whisky that
was air mailed to Australia in 1928: https://bit.ly/3keRoUK

Flying in New Zealand
The Gisborne Herald 24 June 2020 ran a
piece recounting the exploits of two airmen
who entertained the citizens of the east coast
of New Zealand’s North Island a century ago.
Christchurch born flying pioneer George Bolt
and decorated First World War pilot Captain
Richard Russell DFC gave joyrides to young
and old in a de Havilland DH6.
The aircraft belonged to the Walsh Brothers' Flying School in Auckland, where Bolt began
work as an apprentice mechanic. He quickly become their chief pilot and achieved several
early aviation milestones, including long-distance and altitude records.
Tragically, Captain Russell died in a flying accident four months later along with his two
passengers. His Avro 504K stalled and spun in on its final approach at New Plymouth. It
was New Zealand's second fatal aeroplane accident: https://bit.ly/31jeIIc
On 1 August 2020, there was a companion piece on the stuff.co.nz website celebrating
the centenary of the first aeroplane touched down in Palmerston North by the
aforementioned Captain Russell. The article is a lengthy extract from Airminded, by Phil
Lamason Heritage Centre historian Mike Harold, due to be published in October 2020:
https://bit.ly/3kdJYke

A Pig’s Gotta Fly
Way back in WitW6, I mentioned Hayao
Miyazaki’s 1992 animated classic, Porco
Rosso. In an article posted on the
Gizmondo.com website on 22 June 2020, the
writer argues that this film is Miyazaki’s most
underrated masterpiece.
The main protagonist of the film is 40something Marco Pagot, an anthropomorphized pig. He accidentally cursed himself when,
https://mailchi.mp/7f54f5d26ec9/wind-in-the-wires-8652966?e=a422fab3fd
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years later, with Marco a flying bounty hunter in the Adriatic Sea with the epithet Porco
Rosso, for his piggish appearance and his crimson seaplane.
Aviation was one of Miyazaki’s personal loves and the article includes a link to the
sumptuous official trailer. See: https://bit.ly/3i7dFls

Russian Dressing
Finally, there was an interesting, if somewhat
clunky, post on the Big News Network.com
website 28 July 2020 regarding Russian
Military Aviation in the First World War. It is not
an area that has received a lot of coverage on
WitW, so it is worthy of mention.
The gist of the article is that whilst there was certainly the capability to achieve great
military successes with, it is claimed, the world’s largest air force at the start of the conflict,
this failed due to technical deficiencies, exacerbated by having to purchase the bulk of
engines from abroad.
The poor training of pilots and the failure of the Russian command to understand how to
effectively use its air force are also cited as reasons for difficulties. However, the article
mentions the heroics of pilots such as Pyotr Nesterov and Alexander Kazakov:
https://bit.ly/30oPwAL
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Written by David Marks, edited by Andy Kemp
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