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Wind in the Wires 

 

Welcome to the twenty first quarterly newsletter from Cross & Cockade International, 

bringing you all that's new and interesting in the world of WW1 aviation. 

   

Even though we're now comfortably 

heading towards summer, there's still a 

few folk who haven't yet re-subscribed for 

2016. There's still time! Use this link 

http://bit.ly/1NKYpbL to get all four 

journals in one package. 

 

The second journal of 2017 will be 

published in about a fortnight - so if 

you've been waiting for this moment, 

now's the time to subscribe 

http://bit.ly/2cg2cie 

 

There's another wonderful selection of 

articles in this journal. We've part two of 

Paul Leaman's series on German aircraft 

captured by the British; an article by Mike 

Meech on the use of the klaxon on 

aircraft; the history of the SPAD XIII in British service; the RAF in North Russia - plus 

much more. 
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Our latest book, "Wings Over Mesopotamia, The Air War in Iraq 1914-18" was 

launched at our AGM in April, and has been selling well. It's a fascinating read, on a 

subject that's been ignored over the years. Authors Mark Lax, Ray Vann and the late Mike 

O'Connor have pooled their vast knowledge and resources into this book - well worth a 

closer look. 

 

Click on the book cover, left, to read more - or click here to go straight to the shop and bag 

your copy! 

 

If you know someone who would appreciate what well over 1,200 other subscribers now 

enjoy, please pass on this email: or send them this link: http://bit.ly/1tWo5WJ - from where 

they can sign up for their own copy. 

 

If you're into social networking, please feel free join us on Facebook and follow us on 

Twitter. Last but not least, don't forget our informative, expert-packed and completely 

redesigned Forum! 
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Albert Ball Remembered 100 

years on 

 

There was a commemoration of the life of 

Nottingham’s First World War flying ace 

at the site of his statue in the city’s Castle 

grounds on 7 May 2017. On the 

centenary of his death, Captain Albert 

Ball VC, who was just 20 years old when 

shot down and killed, was remembered 

by local and RAF dignitaries and family 

members. 

 

Wreathes were also laid at Ball’s grave at 

Annoeullin, where there is a street and 

school named after him. A memorial 

plaque was also unveiled at Collège 

Albert Ball in the Northern French town. 

Back in the UK, at King’s School in 

Grantham, where Ball was a boarder in 

1906/7, there was a ceremony beneath 

the local Civic Society’s blue plaque. 

 

In addition to national coverage, there 

was also a feature on BBC’s The One 

Show on 4 May 2017 featuring Ball’s 

personal diaries, as his great niece, 

Vanda Day, has now made these public 

 
Mick Mannock Petition 

 

Reported in the Sheffield Star on 10 April 

2017 was the launch of a petition to 

request Parliament to DNA test what 

many historians believe to be the site of 

Mick Mannock's grave, so he can be 

formally acknowledged. 

 

Steven Nicholls strongly believes that the 

unknown airman buried at Laventie 

Military Cemetery is the resting place of 

the highly decorated ace and, as part of 

his efforts to “give him the proper burial 

ceremony he deserves”, launched the 

petition. The petition only received 203 

signatures before being closed early due 

to the General Election and I will leave it 

to the readership to consider whether this 

is a valid endeavour or an intrusion into 

the remains of whoever is buried in the 

grave in question. 

 

http://bit.ly/2rUXdOJ 
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for the first time. The diaries, which were 

passed down to Ball’s younger brother, 

who was also an RFC pilot, provide a 

greater insight into Ball’s life and perhaps 

he wasn’t the loner he is portrayed to 

have been.   The final entry in the red 

pocket diary was written on the day he 

died. It reads: 'Combat with four Albatros 

Scouts. Got one of them down.' 

 

There were extensive articles in the 

Nottingham Post and the Daily Mail, with 

the diaries taking centre stage and well 

worth reading as they bring a human face 

to the young ace away from the rigours of 

aerial combat. 

 

Interestingly, parallels between Ball and 

Manfred von Richthofen were drawn in 

both the TV report and in the articles. The 

One Show also brought Vanda together 

with Baron Donat von Richthofen at the 

RAF Museum (they’ve met before) to 

discuss their illustrious relatives. 

 

For The One Show see: 

http://bit.ly/2sn7e3C 

For the diaries read: http://bit.ly/2qGkIGn 

and http://dailym.ai/2roPzLI 

For the school service see: 

http://bit.ly/2sn84gU 

  

 
Stow Maries – By Royal 

Appointment 

 

WitW favourite Stow Maries Aerodrome 

was in the news once again, with the East 

Anglian Daily Times reporting on the visit 

by Prince Richard, Duke of Gloucester, to 

the historic site on 11 May 2017. The 

occasion was the opening of a museum 

dedicated to 37 Squadron, which joins the 

Royal Flying Corps Home Defence 

museum, which opened last year. 

 

The Duke observed a simulated air 

evacuation by a replica BE2e, which 

commemorated the centenary of a flight 

made in the Sinai desert to rescue a 

soldier shot in the ankle. This was the first 

recorded British ambulance flight of 45 

minutes duration, with the alternative for 

the stricken soldier having to endure a 

three day camel (the even-toed ungulate, 

not the Sopwith) journey. 

 

The Duke, pictured with pilot Rob 

Millinship, met with descendants of 37 

Squadron personnel and volunteers from 

the Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome 

Trust 
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A Song for Claude 

 

Talking of Stow Maries, readers may 

recall that WitW 19 carried a piece on the 

exploits of Claude Alward Ridley. 

Sunderland born Ridley was the first 

commanding officer at the aerodrome, 

aged only 19, when he arrived there in 

1916. 

 

Musical trio Stuck In The Middle have 

paid tribute to Ridley and all who served 

at the aerodrome in a song “All Those 

Years Ago” , which is on sale at the 

museum shop. There was coverage in 

the Clacton Gazette and the Sunderland 

Echo on 14 and 26 April 2017 

respectively. 

 

Stuck In The Middle consists of Jon 

Greaves on guitar and vocals (as well as 

keyboards on the recording), Julian May 

on guitar and vocals and Angela Gardner 

on percussion and vocals. Both articles 

include links to the song, which is quite 

catchy and well researched. Any song 

that mentions Zeppelins and Gothas must 

be worth a listen! 

 

 

See http://bit.ly/2rUzA8R 

 
Inside the “Mount of Aces” 

 

I remember the iconic Haynes workshop 

manuals from when I bought one, in a 

futile attempt to repair my first car. The 

franchise now includes manuals for 

everything from Acoustic Guitars to 

Zombie Survival and the Get Surrey 

website reported on the latest aviation 

addition to the range on 31 March 2017. 

 

The Royal Aircraft Factory SE5 Owners’ 

Workshop Manual offers a unique insight 

into the design, construction, mass-

production and operation of the aircraft 

and has been published to coincide with 

100 years since its design and 

development at the Royal Aircraft Factory 

in Farnborough. 
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http://bit.ly/2qBxPJG 

http://bit.ly/2rFotAS 

 
66 Squadron Commander’s 

Medals Sold 

 

Up for sale at the Wooley & Wallis 

auction on 28 March 2017 was the 

Military Cross group of eight medals 

belonging to Squadron Leader John 

Tudor Powell Whittaker, Royal Flying 

Corps and Royal Air Force. 

 

Whittaker was gazetted as a Flying 

Officer on 4 June 1916, seeing action on 

the first day of the Somme in his BE2c. 

Observing a German gun position that 

threatened the beleaguered ground 

troops, he descended to 700 feet to 

attack it with machine gun fire. He then 

saluted men of the Liverpool and the 

Manchester 'Pals' battalions by flying low 

over their heads and waggling his wings - 

to be greeted by enthusiastic arm waving. 

 

August 1916 found him engaging in 

successful dog fights with Fokkers, before 

sustaining a bullet wound to the 

 

Written by Guildford based Nick Garton, 

the book tells the remarkable stories of 

the men and women who designed, built 

and flew the aircraft, and who continue to 

fly it in the present day. It is illustrated 

with archive and contemporary 

photographs and design drawings. A 

Sopwith Camel manual was published by 

Haynes in December 2015. 

 

See http://bit.ly/2qBylY8 

 
Ready Teddy Go 

 

In other auction news, the Antiques Trade 

Gazette of 24 May 2017 brought news of 

an unusual lot at the forthcoming Special 

Auction Services on 15 June 2017. 

‘Squadron Leader Ted’, a 7½ inch high 

Steiff teddy bear was the childhood toy of 

Sidney Herbert ‘Bert’ Moy, a 6 Squadron 

pilot who ferried aircraft from England to 

the Western Front in 1918. 

 

Bert’s companion on these flights was 

Sqn Ldr Ted, who has a £2,000-3,000 

auction estimate. The seller is Bert’s 
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abdomen. While convalescing, his MC 

was gazetted. Declared fit again in July 

2017, he returned to duty on the Italian 

front as a Major in command of 66 

Squadron. 

 

With an estimate of £1,500 - £2,000, the 

hammer price for this impressive group 

was £6,000. 

http://bit.ly/2rkObb3 

 
Victims of the Red Baron 

Remembered 

 

On 17 March 2017, Spalding Today 

commemorated the centenary of the 

death of a young local farm labourer at 

the hands of Manfred von Richthofen. 

Airman Second Class Frederick King 

(pictured) of 25 Squadron RFC, became 

a qualified gunner/observer, following his 

transfer from the Egyptian based 6th 

Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment. 

 

In a well researched article, Fred’s five 

combat operations over the Western 

Front are told in some detail, culminating 

with his fatal encounter with the Red 

grandson, who says that Ted used to get 

covered in oil and soot and the flight 

sergeant used to dunk him in a bucket of 

aviation fuel. 

 

Also mentioned in the article was the 

recent sale of a large carved wooden 

panel depicting the insignia of the RFC, 

probably from an officers’ mess or official 

quarters. The six foot wide panel, which is 

1½ feet high, sold for £4,000 on 20 May 

2017. 

 

See: http://bit.ly/2rkFqhf 

 
Burnley and the Baron 

 

Also marking Bloody April was an article 

on the BBC website, posted on 26 April 

2017, which linked the Lancashire town of 

Burnley with Manfred von Richthofen 

through the death in combat of Second 

Lieutenant Andrew Ormerod RFC (59 

Squadron) and the vicar who conducted 

MvR’s military funeral. 

 

The lives of the fallen Burnley airman and 

the Rev George Herbert Marshall have 

been explored in some detail by one of 

http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=208704dba9&e=3c10ec6bd1
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Baron. Jasta 11 pounced on a flight of 

nine FE2bs on a reconnaissance 

operation which was supported by nine 

Sopwith 1½ Strutters of 43 Squadron. 

 

In the ensuing combat, von Richthofen’s 

Halberstadt D.II slipped in behind FE2b 

A5439 ‘Zanzibar No. 10’, which broke up 

in the air and crashed behind enemy lines 

near Gavrelles. It was MvR’s 27th victory. 

Fred’s 19 year old pilot, Lieutenant Arthur 

Boultbee, was also killed and they are 

buried in Canadian Cemetery No 2, 

Neuville-St Vaast. 

 

Read more at: http://bit.ly/2qB6XxS 

 

Just a couple of weeks later, the Red 

Baron recorded victory number 33, when 

he shot down a Sopwith 1½ Strutter of 43 

Squadron (A2401), piloted by Second 

Lieutenant Algernon Peter Warren and 

his observer, Sergeant Reuel Dunn, from 

Workington. The Red Baron was so 

impressed with the bravery of Dunn that 

he actually tracked him down and visited 

him in the German military hospital in the 

hours before his death. Warren survived 

and became a prisoner of war. 

 

The Workington Times & Star of 8 May 

2017 featured a video produced by 

Stephen Liddell, a distant cousin of 

Sergeant Dunn, with the support of the 

Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission, to commemorate Bloody 

2nd Lt Ormerod's surviving descendants, 

David Ormerod Baxter. Mr Baxter keeps 

the airman's gold watch and medals as 

family heirlooms. 

 

Ormerod’s RE8 (A3225) was part of a six 

machine photo reconnaissance on 13 

April 1917, which ran into Jasta 11. 

Without any escort, all were shot down 

with the Red Baron recording his 41st 

victory (Stuart and Wood in A3190) in the 

skirmish. Ormerod's body was never 

recovered and he is remembered on the 

Arras Flying Services Memorial together 

with his crew-mate, Lieutenant Arthur 

Horace Tanfield. 

 

http://bbc.in/2rkN3UF 
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April. It’s a poignant tribute to the brave 

RFC airmen lost during that fateful month 

and well worth a look. Stephen visited his 

relative’s grave at Caberet-Rouge and 

also the grave of another Bloody April 

victim, Second Lieutenant Charles E de 

Berigny, who came to Dunn’s aid in his 

duel with MvR. 

 

See: http://bit.ly/2qGz8Gy 

 
Turnbull’s Last Flight 

 

Another April 1917 casualty was 

Lieutenant David Gibson Turnbull, but his 

death was not at the hands of the enemy 

but in a flying accident. As the Harrogate 

Advertiser’s article of 21 April 2017 

explains, Turnbull’s great-nephew, 

Colonel John Young, has been 

researching his relative’s life and 

uncovered a tragic tale. 

 

Turnbull first flew as an observer in 3 

Squadron RFC and later became a pilot 

in 10 Squadron RFC. On 11 April 1917, 

he was tasked with delivering a new 

BE12 from Coventry to the Aircraft 

New Zealand Airman 

Remembered 

 

We are heading to the city of Nelson on 

the South Island of New Zealand for 

another Bloody April story, where the 

www.stuff.co.nz website recalled the loss 

of the city’s only aviation casualty of the 

First World War. 

 

Second Lieutenant John Herbert “Jack” 

Cock was the son of a prominent and 

successful Nelson businessman, who 

was shot down by Leutnant Kurt Wolff 

(pictured above) on 14 April 1917. Jack 

had already taken part in the Gallipoli 

landing some two years earlier, where he 

was seriously wounded. Returning to 

active service, he sustained another bad 

wound and, turning down the opportunity 

to return home, Jack transferred to the 

Royal Flying Corps to train as a pilot. 

 

He was posted to 60 Squadron RFC and, 

on the fateful morning, was part of ‘A’ 

flight consisting of five Nieuport 17s. Jack 

and three other pilots failed to return from 

their patrol and it was not until February 

1918 that the Red Cross confirmed that 

the unidentified airman buried at 

Beaumont Communal Cemetery was 

Jack. 

 

On the centenary of his death, the Royal 

NZ Air Force, Black Falcons team flew 

over the WW1 memorial at Marsden 

http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=ca1c77fd5c&e=3c10ec6bd1
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Acceptance Park and Depot at Ripon. He 

was hampered by bad weather and 

mechanical problems and, four days later, 

he took to the skies again only to be 

forced down in Knaresborough. 

Attempting to take off again, the BE12’s 

wings struck tree branches and crashed 

in the River Nidd. 

 

Sadly, his body was found three weeks 

later by his wife, Edith, who had travelled 

to the area to join the search parties 

organised to find the lost pilot. 

 

Read more at: http://bit.ly/2rUznmg 

 
Scout’s Honour 

 

A new DVD tells the story of the Bristol 

Valley Cemetery in tribute to a brave 

airman. 

 

http://bit.ly/2rpsKYh 

 
The Red Baron of Norfolk 

 

Widely reported in the national press at 

the beginning of April 2017 was the story 

of Dr Peter Brueggemann’s replica of the 

Red Baron’s iconic Fokker Dr.1. The 

German born GP, who lives in Norfolk, 

has built the aircraft from scratch, 

spending some £70,000 over eight years. 

 

The aircraft is almost an exact replica, 

save for its modern engine (a Lycoming 

O-320 flat four) with a maximum speed of 

115 mph and boasts two fake Spandau 

machine guns. Hopefully the Fokker will 

be deemed airworthy soon and take to 

the Norfolk skies. 

 

Since all the original Dreideckers were 

destroyed or lost, Dr Brueggemann has 

used technical drawings created in 1976 

by American aviation fanatic Ron Sands. 

He has even acquired the title ‘Baron’ 

from the micro-nation of Sealand off the 
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Scout which has been rebuilt to the exact 

specifications of the original, plus three 

original artefacts (stick, rudder and 

magneto) kept by the pilot, FDH Bremner. 

The film recounts the remarkable 14 year 

struggle to build and then to take the 

aircraft across Europe to the site where it 

flew during the Gallipoli campaign 100 

years ago. 

 

The film documents the construction of 

the fighter, while at the same time telling 

the story of the campaign though the 

IWM’s recording of Bremner in 1970. It’s 

worth checking out the video on the 

seller’s website, which is sure to put a 

smile on your face, before paying the 

£12.50 for a souvenir of this fine project. 

 

http://bit.ly/2rUKwn5  

Also check out: http://bit.ly/2rUQ2pw or 

@ScoutBuilder on Twitter 

  

 
A Tale of Two Camels 

 

The fund raising drive of ‘War Weapons 

Week’ in April 1918 inspired the 

Perthshire village of Dunning to raise the 

English coast. 

 

Read more: http://dailym.ai/2rbxsZ6 and at 

http://bit.ly/2qGv8Gd 

  

 
Branch Meetings 

 

Cleethorpes 

 

CCI member and well-respected author 

Paul Hare has started a meeting at his 

home in Cleethorpes. Two meetings have 

been held and numbers attending are 

rising. More meetings are planned - email 

Paul on paulhare7348@gmail.com if you'd 

like to reserve a chair and a teacup, and 

chat about old aeroplanes ... 

 

York 

 

The remaining 2017 meeting dates at the 

wonderful Ackhorne pub (pic above) are: 

 

- June 10th 

- August 12th 

- November 18th 
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impressive sum of £7,145.  In recognition, 

a Sopwith Camel was named after the 

village and sent into action. 

 

The Courier’s article of 20 May 2017, tells 

the story of the fighter aircraft’s service on 

the Western Front. 

 

Throughout August 1918, 203 Squadron's 

E4372 took part in a number of low flying 

missions, patrols and escorts as part of 

the final offensive that eventually led to 

the end of the war. However, its total 

service was only some 43 hours, with the 

Camel being struck by heavy shell fire 

over Peronne on 31 August 1918 and 

crashing on the front line. The pilot, 

Donald Woodhouse, suffered only minor 

injuries and survived the war. 

 

On 1 March 2017, The Herald recounted 

the story of another Camel that had a 

much shorter existence and cost the life 

of its pilot, crashing at Chain Hill, 

Wantage on 29 September 1917. The 

Camel had been collected from the 

Sopwith Aviation Company at Kingston-

on-Thames and was on route to 

Yatesbury in Wiltshire where 28 

Squadron was based. 

 

The unfortunate pilot was Captain Lewis 

White MC, who served with distinction 

with 2 Squadron RFC on the Western 

Front and had become a flying instructor 

at Yatesbury. 

As ever, all comers are welcome! Full 

details here. 

 

There's no formal presentations or 

speakers; just excellent beer and a group 

of like-minded folk sharing WW1 aviation 

photos and knowledge. Sadly the pub is 

still not doing food - so bring your own 

sandwiches! 

 

Essex 

 

Our longest running branch is regularly 

hosted by founder member John Barfoot 

in his basement - The Dugout. 15:00 on 

the last Friday of each month is the date 

for your diary; let John know if you're 

planning to attend, so he can warn the 

caterers! 

 

London 

 

 

 

The normal meeting place is My Old 

Dutch, 132 High Holborn.  Aviation chat 

and pancakes - what's not to 

love? Contact David Marks for dates and 

details. 

http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=d98336b2b6&e=3c10ec6bd1
mailto:dbdy@btinternet.com?subject=CCI%20Essex%20Branch
http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=c14aed20b1&e=3c10ec6bd1
http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=c14aed20b1&e=3c10ec6bd1
mailto:davidmarks@talk21.com?subject=CCI%20London%20Meeting


    

For the Dunning Camel see: 

http://bit.ly/2rbP5by 

For the Chain Hill Camel 

see: http://bit.ly/2rbxXCK 

  

 
Buge’s Boot 

 

A remarkable photo album, discovered in 

an Argentinean antique shop, was put up 

for auction in March 2017. The Daily Mail 

report on 12 March 2017 showcases the 

collection compiled by Emil Buge, who 

flew on 37 sorties against the British on 

the Western Front in 1918, dropping 27 

bombs, 128 grenades and firing 9,500 

rounds of ammunition. 

 

The collection includes logbooks and 

notes and an album with over 400 original 

photographs. Amongst the images of 

aerial warfare, including crashed 

biplanes, German aviators and scenes 

from above the battlefields, is one of a 

hole in Buge’s aircraft’s wing with a note 

revealing how his observer climbed out in 

mid-air and filled the gap with his boot so 

 
Blue Sky Thinking: Airship 

Building in Bedfordshire 

 

In 1917, the Short brothers started 

building R.31 at the Cardington Sheds in 

Bedfordshire. At the same time, the 

brothers set about building homes for 

workers in the village that still bears their 

name, ‘Shortstown’. 

 

On 6 May 2017, the Higgins Art Gallery & 

Museum in Bedford opened an exhibition 

where you can discover the story of three 

remarkable brothers and their vision for a 

British airship industry. The exhibition, 

which runs to 17 September 2017, also 

includes Zeppelin raids and the impact of 

early airships on Bedfordshire and the 

wider world. 

 

Ian Castle, who gave this year’s Leaman 

Lecture at the recent 2017 AGM on 

Operation Türkenkreuz: The German 

Bomber Offensive against London, will be 

giving a talk at the Higgins as part of 

exhibition programme at 14:00 on 9 June 

2017. The talk is titled "Monsters of the 

Dark Hours" - The Zeppelin War Over 

Britain and promises an overview of 
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the wing wouldn’t crack. 

 

Buge was sent to the Sachsenhausen 

concentration camp, near Berlin, during 

the Second World War as a political 

prisoner. He was able to gather evidence 

of the SS atrocities and smuggle papers 

out. 

 

Tragically, he killed himself in 1950 after 

the German authorities deprived him of 

the status of the politically persecuted 

and the associated pension. 

 

http://dailym.ai/2qBlXrg 

  

 
Space & Time 

 

The society has, over the years, acquired 

a significant surplus of WW1 aviation 

books through bequests, donations etc. 

Zeppelin raids in the First World War. 

 

Read more at: http://bit.ly/2rpa6Qn and 

see http://bit.ly/2qBeVXK 

 
Draper’s Capers 

 

On 4 May 2017, the Daily Mirror ran an 

article on dare-devil pilot Christopher 

Draper, who became known as the ‘Mad 

Major’. One of Draper’s outlandish feats 

was flying under 15 of London’s 18 

bridges, between Waterloo and Kew, on 5 

May 1953 to draw attention to both his 

own plight and the struggle of the Over 

45s Association. My esteemed editor, 

Andy Kemp, was interviewed by the 

Mirror, commenting on Draper’s 

escapade. 

 

Draper, born in 1892, obtained his Royal 

Aero Club Aviator's Certificate in October 

1913 and joined the RNAS in January 

1914. Spending the initial war years on 

Home Defence in Newcastle and 
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We'd like to make these available for sale 

through the web site to the membership - 

at very reasonable prices, naturally. 

 

To achieve this, we're looking for a 

volunteer with a couple of hours spare 

time and some dry garage space. Basic 

computer skills (email & scanning) would 

be useful, to capture book details for the 

web site - plus time to handle packing & 

post. 

 

If you fit the bill and would like to help, 

please contact our Sales Manager, 

Marcus Williams, at 

sales.manager@crossandcockade.com 

 
Appeal for historic aerial 

photographs 

 

WitW is pleased to pass on an appeal by 

CCI member Mike Bishop on behalf of the 

Endangered Archaeology in the Middle 

East and North Africa (EAMENA) 

Project to understand long-term changes 

and map unrecorded archaeological sites 

Scotland, Draper initiated his liking for 

dare-devil exploits by flying a seaplane 

under one of the spans of the Firth of Tay 

Bridge near Dundee. While based at 

Dundee, Draper was ordered to land an 

aeroplane on the green at St. Andrew's 

golf course. He stopped right in front of 

the clubhouse! 

 

With five victories on the Western Front, 

Draper ended the First World War as 

Squadron Commander of 208 Squadron 

RAF and, during the 1930s, worked for a 

time as a British secret agent, serving as 

a double agent to Nazi Germany. He 

returned to the Navy in the next conflict 

and, during his flying career logged over 

17,000 flying hours on 73 types of 

aircraft. He died in 1979. 

 

http://bit.ly/2sevHZI 

 
All Grahame-White on the 

Night:  An Aviation Blog 

 

I wanted to mention the Pioneers of 

Aviation Blog 

mailto:sales.manager@crossandcockade.com?subject=Space%20%26%20Time
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that have since been destroyed. 

 

Aerial photographs were taken across the 

region between the 1910s and 1950s, 

often by military forces, for 

reconnaissance, mapping and even by 

keen pilot photographers. With RFC/RAF 

stations all over the area, perhaps 

suitable photographs have been brought 

back to the UK? 

 

By coincidence, in the same week that 

Mike contacted us, the Daily Mail had an 

extensive article showcasing dramatic 

aerial photographs taken by a Royal 

Flying Corps pilot over the Western Front. 

 

The archive had been brought into a local 

auction house on a valuation day by 

descendants of the pilot. 

See: http://bit.ly/2qBmdul and 

http://dailym.ai/2rkOUJn 

  

(https://av8rblog.wordpress.com/) by 

Andrew Joseph. He was born in London 

raised in Toronto and lived in Japan for 

three years. His collection includes a 

thousand pioneer aviation-related 

tobacco cards and these striking 

miniature masterpieces have inspired 

him. 

 

The last article, posted on 19 May 2017 

about Claude Grahame-White, is both 

informative and amusing. However, 

Andrew’s Historical Look at Japan’s First 

Dirigibles is probably a little esoteric for 

many of the WitW faithful, but I found it 

fascinating! 

 

Early aviation was also the subject of a 

scholarly post by Dr Michele Haapamaki 

on the From Balloons to Drones 

blog.  Read ‘The Aero Club Which Never 

Was: Gentlemanly Aeronauts versus The 

New Breed’ here: http://bit.ly/2qGVRCw 

  

 
Canadian Round Up 

 

There’s just room to squeeze in a couple 
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Gotha Bombers: Folkestone 

Remembers Devastating Air Raid 

 

At 18:00 on the evening of 25 May 1917, 

queues of people were lined up outside 

the Stokes Brothers' greengrocers in 

Tontine Street after a consignment of 

potatoes had arrived. Twenty-two minutes 

later, 61 people lay dead, including over 

20 children. A 50kg bomb, dropped by a 

Gotha G.IV bomber aircraft, had burst 

amongst the queue. 

 

The undefended east Kent town had 

become the target of the first ever Gotha 

raid on Britain, after the squadron of 23 

bombers had diverted from a planned 

attack on London.  A total of 97 people 

were killed in the raid, including 18 

Canadian servicemen at Shorncliffe 

Camp. 

 

of stories from Canada. Firstly, I was 

interested to read about the statue being 

commissioned in the city of Dauphin, 

Manitoba, to honour Canada’s most 

decorated war hero, Billy Barker. 

 

Artist Charlie Johnston’s representation of 

the VC winning ace will be a fitting tribute 

to a “farm-boy-turned-hero”.  

http://bit.ly/2qKpanO 

 

The centenary of the death of the first 

trainee from the Royal Flying Corps 

training school at Camp Borden was 

commemorated on 7 April 2017. Cadet 

James Talbot was flying in a Curtiss JN4 

"Jenny" piloted by instructor 2Lt GC 

Husband. The Jenny crashed, seriously 

injuring both pilots. Whilst Husband 

recovered from his injuries, Talbot died 

that evening. 

 

http://bit.ly/2qKDBrG  
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To mark the centenary, a commemorative 

event was held in Folkestone Methodist 

Church at 5pm and afterwards in the 

Garden of Remembrance at the exact 

time the bomb fell in Tontine Street. A 

new memorial was revealed remembering 

every victim. 

 

The Kent Online article on 24 May 2017 

includes an excellent interactive map 

detailing the names of those who lost 

their lives: http://bit.ly/2rfJ90T 

 

There will be more Gotha coverage in the 

next WitW, as 13 June 2017 marks the 

centenary of the first raid by the bombers 

on London. Ian Castle will be giving a free 

talk on that day at the National Archives, 

Kew. Book at: http://bit.ly/2rYH1f6 

 

Ian will also be speaking at the Bexley 

Local Studies & Archives, Bexleyheath 

Library on 7 July 2017 about the Gotha 

raids on London. 

 
Let the Zeppelins Come 

 

If my esteemed editor will allow, may I 

take the opportunity to share a news story 

featuring yours truly!  

 

My debut book, Let the Zeppelins 

Come, published by Amberley 

Publishing, was released during March. 

The book draws on my extensive 

collection of postcards and other 

memorabilia and is, I believe, a unique 

contribution to our understanding of the 

Zeppelin raids and their effects on Britain. 

The book has had some national press 

coverage on its release and a piece for 

the History Extra website went live 

recently. Here are the links: 

 

History Extra: http://bit.ly/2rJe1IG 
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Daily Express: http://bit.ly/2rJykWy 

The Sun: http://bit.ly/2rp92d6  
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