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Wind in the Wires 

 

Welcome to the nineteenth quarterly newsletter from Cross & Cockade International, 

bringing you all that's new and interesting in the world of WW1 aviation. 

   

Christmas is coming and journal four of 2016 

will be leaving the printers very shortly. If you 

aren't a member, or haven't yet resubscribed for 

2016, you can do so now using this 

link: http://bit.ly/1NKYpbL and receive all four 

journals at once! 

 

For those who like to be ahead of the game, 

2017 subscriptions are also available - once 

more at the same price: http://bit.ly/2cg2cie 
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If you're struggling to find a gift for 

someone, what about the 2017 Cross & 

Cockade calendar? Twelve superb 

paintings by top notch artists, and 

proceeds fund the maintenance of the 

British Air Services Memorial at St Omer: 

http://bit.ly/1WPyXXg 

 

If you know someone who would 

appreciate what over 1,100 other 

subscribers now enjoy, please pass on 

this email: or send them this link: 

http://bit.ly/1tWo5WJ - from where they 

can sign up for their own copy. 

 

If you're into social networking, please 

feel free join us on Facebook and follow 

us on Twitter. 

 

Last but not least, don't forget our informative, expert-packed and completely redesigned 

Forum! 

   

 

 

Please accept our apologies in advance if Zeppelin raids are not your thing, but this issue 

of Wind in the Wires happens to coincide with a number of key centenaries, which have 

been commemorated across the country. Zeppelins had attacked towns and cities with 

impunity since early 1915, and it took the introduction of incendiary ammunition and 

improved home defences to finally defeat the “Baby Killers” in the autumn of 1916. 

 

I was privileged to be part of the organising committee for the William Leefe Robinson VC 

commemoration at Cuffley, where SL11 was brought down, and to attend events at Little 

Wigborough, Essex (L33) and Potters Bar (L31) in subsequent weeks. I hope you find my 

reports of interest and due to the number of related articles, I’ve held over other pieces on 

Zeppelin-based centenaries. 

 

http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=236d87271b&e=3c10ec6bd1
http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=20b04f8e3d&e=3c10ec6bd1
http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=a09c44c810&e=3c10ec6bd1
http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=01aafb6cd9&e=3c10ec6bd1
http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=a9e64540ce&e=3c10ec6bd1
http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=cf3a38ce66&e=3c10ec6bd1


 
William Leefe Robinson VC - 

Cuffley Airship 

Commemoration 

 

On Saturday 3 September 2016, the 

Cuffley & Northaw Parish Council 

commemorated the 100th anniversary of 

the first German airship destroyed on 

British soil, which was shot down over 

Cuffley by William Leefe Robinson and 

earned him the Victoria Cross. 

 

At 10:30 there was a short service led by 

the Reverend Rachel Phillips, Vicar of the 

Parish of Northaw & Cuffley, at the Leefe 

Robinson Memorial on the East 

Ridgeway and by 12:15 all of the invited 

guests had assembled at Cuffley Hall for 

the unveiling of the engraved stone 

provided by the Department for 

 
Commemorating the “Great 

Double Event” 

 

The loss of two of “Super” Zeppelins on 

the night 23/24 September 1916 was 

commemorated in major events 100 

years on. L32 was shot down near Great 

Burstead, near Billericay, Essex, by 2Lt 

Frederick Sowrey and the entire crew 

was killed. 

 



Communities and Local Government. 

 

Along with 94 year old Sir Freddie 

Sowrey, retired Air Marshal and Past 

President of our Society, the principal 

guests included Howard Guard, Deputy 

Lieutenant of Hertfordshire, Air 

Commodore Chris Moore, Commander 

Steffen Handrick (Naval Attaché to the 

German Embassy) and Michael Naxton, 

the Curator of Lord Ashcroft’s collection 

of VC medals held at the Imperial War 

Museum. Eight members of Robinson’s 

family were also present. 

 

At 12:45 there were speeches in nearby 

St Andrew’s Church, together with the 

hymns originally played at Robinson’s 

funeral service on 3 January 1919. 

Appearing in costume was Andy Frost, 

who took the role of Robinson in the 

Cuffley Operatic Society’s musical play 

“The Cuffley VC”, which was being 

performed that week. Michael Naxton 

announced that Lord Ashcroft had given 

special dispensation for Robinson’s VC 

and other medals to be brought to the 

service. To the surprise of the audience, 

followed by spontaneous applause, 

 

L33 was brought down virtually intact at 

Little Wigborough, Essex, as a result of 

anti-aircraft fire, which drained several of 

its gas cells. Its crew was captured by a 

Special Constable, who was surprised by 

the sudden appearance of a body of men 

marching along a lane in the early hours 

of the morning. 

 

The Basildon, Canvey Island and 

Southend Echo covered the L32 

commemoration, where Sir Freddie 

Sowery and 14 members of his family 

attended the unveiling of a marker stone 

close to the spot where the Zeppelin 

crashed. Herr Borttscheller, the nephew 

of L32’s radio operator was also in 

attendance. 

http://bit.ly/2fCnLPy 

 

Perhaps reflecting the lack of casualties 

and unusual circumstances regarding the 

loss of L33, where the 650ft airship crash 

landed straddling a country lane, Zepfest 

was a much more upbeat event. Spread 

http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=909c82285e&e=3c10ec6bd1


Michael pinned the medal group to 

Andy’s chest. A very proud Andy then 

proceeded with his reading of Robinson’s 

letter to his parents sent in October 1916. 

 

At lunch, Sir Freddie entered the room 

clutching the silver ‘Zeppelin Cup’, which 

had been presented to his father for 

shooting down Zeppelin L32. His father, 

Group Captain Frederick Sowrey, was 

Robinson’s best friend and they were 

both recipients of these silver cups. At 

14:45 there was a matinee performance 

of “The Cuffley VC” attended by many of 

the invited guests, which was a 

thoroughly entertaining end to a 

remarkable day. 

 

In the following week, there was a well-

received exhibition, which included 

loaned collections including contemporary 

material such as relics from the crash 

site, souvenir china airships, books 

postcards and photographs. 

 

See http://bit.ly/2g5YkBL. I would also 

recommend this article about Robinson, 

posted on the londonist.com website on 

31 August 2016, particularly as I helped 

to write it! http://bit.ly/2gwwBLc 

 

Also on 3 September 2016, Robinson’s 

brave deeds were commemorated at 

nearby Harrow, where there was a 

service of remembrance at All Saints’ 

Church followed by a wreath-laying 

over a weekend, there were highly 

detailed display boards, artefacts and 

talks, together with food, stalls and live 

music with singers and dancers on 

Saturday night. I was there on the 

Saturday and the highlight was being able 

to walk the crash site and compare it to 

1916 photographs. See the pictorial 

coverage in the Gazette News: 

http://bit.ly/2gFePbH 

  

 
Potters Bar Remembers 

  

Another Zeppelin crash commemoration 

was held on Saturday 1 October at 

Oakmere Park, Potters Bar.  On board 

L31 on the night of 1 October 1916, 

Commander Heinrich Mathy led a 

formation of eleven Zeppelins. 

Unfortunately for Mathy, 26 year old 2Lt 

Wulstan Tempest successfully attacked 

the Zeppelin, which went down in flames. 

  

The day-long event was centred on a 

wreath-laying ceremony at the Park’s 

existing memorial plaque to honour the 

lost airman, which was attended by local 

dignitaries and the German air attaché. 

There were presentations and displays by 
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ceremony at the VC hero’s grave, 

situated just across the road.   

 

At the Purfleet Heritage Centre, the 

following day, there were further 

commemorations with Robinson’s and 

Sowrey’s Zeppelin Cups being reunited: 

http://bit.ly/2fKRS2r 

http://bit.ly/2fPY2BE 

 
A Scrap from a Scrap with the 

Red Baron 

 

On 8 April 1917, Manfred von Richthofen 

shot down BE2g A2815 of 16 Squadron 

RFC. The following day, Capt John Alfred 

Pope Haydon MC of the Royal 

Highlanders of Canada (Black Watch) 

42nd Battalion CEF dashed across the 

trenches to the wrecked aircraft and cut a 

15in by 15in scrap of material from the 

wing. This fascinating fragment, bearing 

the inscription ‘Part of wing of British 

plane brought down at Vimy Ridge, April 

1917, by Baron von Richthofen, the “Red 

Ace”, was auctioned in Bristol on 3 

the local museum and reinactors from the 

Great War Society. Other attractions 

included a mobile cinema and replica 

Sopwith Pup. The Battlefields Trust also 

organised a Zeppelin walk of the area. 

The Welwyn Hatfield Times covered the 

day with an extensive photo gallery.  I’m 

in the crowd in picture number 22 (Ed: 

2nd left, behind the pink coat)! 

 http://bit.ly/2fKXM3j 

 
Medals of MvR’s 76th victim 

sold 

 

With a £9.99 starting bid and after 

attracting 60 bids, a set of the three First 

World War British Campaign Medals sold 

for £7,977 on eBay on 4 September 

2016. Why the massive interest in a 

standard looking “Pip, Squeak and 

Wilfred” group sold by a relative? It turned 

out that these medals belonged to 

Captain Sydney Philip Smith, the 76th 

victim of the Red Baron. 

 

Smith was flying a 46 Sqn Sopwith Camel 

(D6491) and was attacked NE of Villers-
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November 2016. The hammer price was 

£3,500. 

 

This was the Red Baron’s 39th victory 

and the second he recorded on that day. 

His victims were the pilot, Keith Ingleby 

Mackenzie, aged just 18 and his observer 

Guy Everingham, 22. They are buried 

beside each other at Bois-Carre British 

Cemetery, Thelus. 

 

Capt Haydon went on to win the Military 

Cross for gallantry in 1918 and survived 

the war. His grandson discovered this 

canvas as he sorted through his late 

mother’s possessions. 

 

Read more in this Daily Mail article: 

http://dailym.ai/2gjHySV 

 
Lord Ashcroft Bags “Proccy’s” 

VC 

 

Lord Ashcroft’s Victoria Cross collection 

has now hit the 200 mark and his latest 

acquisition is one that will resonate with 

Wind in the Wires readers. Capt Andrew 

Bretonneux on 6 April 1918. Smith, a five 

victory “ace”, was recorded as being 

missing in action and his body was never 

found. 

 
Update – A Toast of 

Reconciliation 

 

In WitW18, I mentioned the planned 

meeting of relatives of Manfred von 

Richthofen and his first victims, 2Lt Lionel 

Morris and Captain Tom Rees at Whitgift 

School in Croydon. 

 

I am pleased to report that the meeting 

took place. You can see more about the 

event and the exhibition at the School, 

which includes many items of interest to 

readers, including original flying gear and 

artefacts, in this Daily Mail post: 

http://dailym.ai/2fQcycy 
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Beauchamp Proctor VC, DSO, MC and 

Bar, DFC was a courageous South 

African born pilot, who finished the First 

World War with 54 victories. In the Daily 

Telegraph on 15 October 2016, Lord 

Ashcroft recounted Proctor’s story. 

 

The article is well worth a read, as it 

includes many interesting snippets of 

information such as that Proctor changed 

his name from Andrew Frederick 

Weatherby Proctor in 1916, dropping the 

Germanic sounding “Frederick” and 

adding a double-barrelled surname. All of 

the diminutive pilot’s victories (he was 

only 5ft 2ins tall) took place during 1918 

and his run of 26 successful combats 

between August and October 1918 is 

astonishing. 

 

A serious arm injury ended Beauchamp 

Proctor’s war prematurely and, after 

being discharged from hospital in March 

1919, he embarked on a lecture tour of 

the United States. He received his VC in 

November 1919 and was killed in a 

training accident on 21 June 1921 flying a 

Sopwith Snipe: 

http://bit.ly/2gFu9Vy 

 

 
Pilot NOT Shot Down by the 

Red Baron! 

 

About 50 family members from around 

the world gathered to commemorate the 

centenary of the death of a First World 

War pilot from Suffolk, reported the 

Ipswich Star on 16 October 2016. Capt 

Cecil Tidswell had a distinguished career, 

having served in the Boer War and later 

in India. He was appointed a flight 

commander in 19 Sqn in June 1916, 

flying BE12s. 

 

It was thought Capt Tidswell, from 

Bosmere Hall, Needham Market, may 

have been shot down by Baron Manfred 

von Richtofen, during combat with 

fighters from Jasta 2 over the Somme; 

but the family now believe that a Ltn 

Standel delivered the fatal blow. There 

was a service by Tidswell’s graveside just 

outside the village of Étricourt-

Manancourt. 
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Boelcke Remembered 

 

There was a nice article in the Irish Times 

on 28 October 2016, concerning the 

centenary of the death of Oswald 

Boelcke; considered the father of 

Germany’s fighting air force. The main 

protagonist of the article is Leslie Porter, 

who is stated as being Boelcke’s 40th 

and final victim. Porter was in the first 

known Irish car race and, in 1903, was 

one of 300 drivers in the notorious Paris-

Madrid race. The article also notes 

another Irish connection, as a week 

earlier, Clogherhead-born Patrick 

Anthony Langan-Byrne, a veteran of 10 

aerial victories, had become Boelcke’s 

34th victim. 

 

Boelcke’s death, following his collision 

with Erwin Böhme, is also covered as well 

as his relationship with his great protégé, 

Manfred von Richthofen. There has been 

surprisingly little coverage of Boelcke's 

death elsewhere, but the fascinating 

Alfred Edwin McKay twitter account 

@AEMcKayRFC provided plenty of 

information and eye-witness accounts. It 

was McKay, pursued by Richthofen, who 

cut between Boelcke and Arthur Knight, 

causing the fatal accident that claimed 

Boelcke's life. 

 

http://bit.ly/2gUPDhM 

http://bit.ly/2gUWt7h 

 

  

 
‘Allo, Alloa 

 

On 7 November 2016, the Dunfermline 

Press reported on research carried out by 

Andrew Wood, a local historian, into the 

war work undertaken by his mother, 

Elizabeth, and his aunt, Peggy. They 

worked at Alloa's Aircraft Factory during 

the First World War. 

 

Peggy was a seamstress, covering the 

wooden frames of aircraft in Irish linen, 

whilst Elizabeth doped the wings. He has 

also been given a propeller from a 

Sopwith Camel, found locally in the early 

1980s, which his wife won’t let him put up 

in the living room! Andrew’s research has 

resulted in a wealth of knowledge of the 

factory and the aircraft that were 

produced there, some which were later 

sent to Australia to help form the 

Australian Air Force. 
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Scottish Losses for 12 Sqn 

 

On 8 September 2016, the Midlothian 

Advertiser posted an interesting article by 

John Duncan, who I follow on twitter 

@newbattleatwar. By focusing on the 

stories of two young men educated at 

Edinburgh Academy, John was able to 

illustrate the dangers of being a pilot in 

the RFC in the skies above the Western 

Front.   

 

Both Ian Gilmour Cameron and John 

Darg Laing were accomplished school 

sportsmen and volunteered for military 

service. Through different circumstances, 

they became pilots in 12 Sqn RFC and 

were both killed in action aged just 19. On 

9 November 1916, Cameron was flying 

BE2c 2506 and was shot down near 

Bapaume, dying of his wounds; becoming 

Manfred von Richthofen’s 8th victory. 

Some eleven months later, on 24 October 

1917, after the squadron had re-equipped 

with Spads, Laing attacked an enemy 

observation balloon over the lines at 

Linselles and was shot down by Jasta 36 

ace Ltn Walter von Bülow-Bothkamp. 

 

http://bit.ly/2gIeItj 

 
Call for Glamis Memorial 

 

Staying in Scotland, a crash witnessed by 

the Queen Mother at Glamis Castle on 14 

October 1915 was the subject of an 

article in the Dundee Courier on 18 

October 2016. The young Lady Elizabeth 

Bowes Lyon saw the Farman trainer fall 

from the sky, killing Captain Frederic 

Arkwright (pictured) and Lieutenant Allan 

Hardy. They were stationed at RFC 

Montrose and had landed near Glamis 

Castle the previous day owing to a defect 

in the machinery. 

 

After a new propeller had been fitted the 

next morning they started to return, but 

they were soon seen to be in difficulties 
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http://bit.ly/2gkI0QC 

 
Sunderland Honours Ridley 

 

On 13 November 2016, a blue plaque 

was unveiled on the childhood home of 

one of Sunderland’s bravest and most 

decorated sons, with his daughter and the 

Mayor performing the honours (pictured). 

As reported in the Sunderland Echo the 

following day, Claude Alward Ridley had 

an eventful war as a Royal Flying Corps 

pilot, being awarded the Military Cross for 

action against Zeppelin raids (contributing 

to the loss of L15) and the Distinguished 

Service Order for “conspicuous gallantry 

and resource” in the execution of a 

special mission behind enemy lines. 

 

The full extent of Ridley’s bravery has 

been researched by volunteers from the 

North East Land Sea and Air Museum at 

Washington with support from 

Sunderland City Council. Heritage Lottery 

Funding of £10,000 has also been 

secured to build a replica model of the 

Morane Bullet plane which Ridley flew 

and, after circling once or twice, the 

machine crashed to the ground. Both 

officers’ bodies were removed and 

military funerals took place in England at 

their home locations. 

 

Local historian (and CCI stalwart) Pat 

Anderson is hoping to have the accident 

commemorated with a permanent 

memorial at the Castle and crash site. 

 

http://bit.ly/2fL4Ltc 

 
Branch Meetings 

 

York 

 

Our recent meeting on Saturday 19th 

November 2016 was a good "do", with 

Phil Bonner telling us how he is planning 

to spend a lottery grant of £500k, 

commemorating WW1 aviation in 

Lincolnshire - as announced in WitW 18. 

 

2017 meeting dates are: 

- February 18th 

- June 10th 

- August 12th 
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during the War. 

 

Read more at: http://bit.ly/2fDGPwI and 

see Peter Elliott’s article “The Airman 

and the Spy” in Cross & Cockade’s 

Summer 2014 Journal. 

 

  

 
Alfred’s Albert Medal Auctioned 

 

It was nice to read about a story of 

gallantry that did not involve a Royal 

Flying Corps pilot, but rather a 2nd Class 

Air Mechanic, named Alfred Edward 

Simms. As reported in the Daily Mail on 

21 November 2016, Simms ran into a 

blazing bomb store containing some 

2,000 high explosive devices and the 

seventeen year old helped to save many 

lives and thousands of pounds of 

- November 18th 

 

As ever, all comers are welcome! Full 

details here. 

 

There's no formal presentations or 

speakers; just excellent beer and a group 

of like-minded folk sharing WW1 aviation 

photos and knowledge. Sadly the pub is 

still not doing food - so bring your own 

sandwiches! 

 

Essex 

 

Our longest running branch is regularly 

hosted by founder member John Barfoot 

in his basement - The Dugout. 15:00 on 

the last Friday of each month is the date 

for your diary; let John know if you're 

planning to attend, so he can warn the 

caterers! 

 

London 

 

 

 

The normal meeting place is My Old 

Dutch, 132 High Holborn.  Aviation chat 

and pancakes - what's not to 
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property. 

 

The incident occurred at St Omer on 3 

January 1916 and 12 Sqn’s Simms was 

awarded the Albert Medal, 2nd Class, for 

saving life on land. Three further Albert 

Medals were awarded to his comrades 

that day. Simms, later promoted to 

Corporal, served with the RFC and RAF 

throughout the War, being discharged in 

1920. 

 

Simms’ medal group, photographs and 

documentation were sold at the Spink 

auction on 24 November 2016, with an 

impressive hammer price of £8,500. 

See http://dailym.ai/2fLMMCI and 

http://bit.ly/2fDIz9d 

 

  

 
Past, Present and Future 

 

August 2016 marked the maiden flights of 

the world’s longest aircraft, the Airlander 

10, from its base at Cardington in 

Bedfordshire. There was an historic 

love? Contact David Marks for dates and 

details. 

 
Oberdorf Raid and Norman 

Prince 

 

Highly recommended is John Guttman’s 

comprehensive story of an audacious 

joint Allied bombing raid on the Mauser 

arms factory at Oberdorf-am-Neckar in 

Southern Germany. His article, posted on 

the airforcetimes.com website on the 

centenary of the raid on 12 October 2016 

is a veritable who’s who of First World 

War pilots. 

 

The attack was led by Capt Maurice 

Happe heading Groupe de Bombardment 

4, which comprised of three escadrilles; 

F.29, F.123 and BM.120. Also 

participating were Sopwith bombers from 

3 Wing, Royal Naval Air Service, escorted 

by seven Sopwith two-seaters. Leading 

the British contingent was Wing 

Commander Richard Bell-Davies, VC. 

Also in support were Nieuport 17s from 

N.124, the l’Escadrille Américaine, which 
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connection to the flight as Rod Sinclair, a 

Board member of Hybrid Air Vehicles 

since its conception in 2007, is a relation 

of Tommy Sopwith. Rod was delighted to 

discover that Ciara Harper from The 

Shuttleworth Collection at Old Warden 

Aerodrome had snapped Airlander 

through the wings of a Sopwith Camel 

exhibit, during its second and highly 

successful second flight. 

 
Just Add More Wings! 

 

Just room for something pre-WW1 by 

way of a change from the Pioneers of 

Aviation blog posted on 15 November 

2016. It’s a light hearted piece on the 

weird and wonderful designs that didn’t 

quite work out and features an American 

1909 newspaper article about some of 

these intrepid inventors: 

 

http://bit.ly/2fDPbV1 

included adjutants Norman Prince, Didier 

Masson and Gervais Raoul Lufbery. 

 

It’s a lengthy article and includes plenty of 

“aerial carnage” as the Breguet and 

Farman bombers and their escorts fought 

with defending aircraft from Fl.Abt. 9b and 

Jasta 15 in a series of dogfights. One of 

the Canadian Sopwith pilots, FSL 

Raymond Collishaw, was in the thick of 

the action, tangling with the Fokker of the 

bespectacled Ltn Otto Kissenberth, who 

became a 20 victory “ace”.  Jasta 15’s 

Ernst Udet disabled a Breguet IV to 

record just his second victory.  Lufbery 

became the first American to become an 

ace during the raid. 

 

The raid resulted in the loss of 15 Allied 

aircraft and 21 airmen and failed to inflict 

any significant damage on the Mauser 

plant. 

 

http://bit.ly/2g6ZYDa 

 

Norman Prince scored his fourth victory in 

the raid, only to end the mission in a 

landing accident. He was driven 10 miles 

to the hospital at Gerardmer, but a blood 

clot developed in his brain. He died on 15 

October 1915, aged 29, one of the first 

Americans to die in the conflict. Reported 

on the US Department of Defense web 

site were details of a memorial service 

held at the National Cathedral in 

Washington by the United States World 

http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=2b9ccabed3&e=3c10ec6bd1
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Space & Time 

 

The society has, over the years, acquired 

a significant surplus of WW1 aviation 

books through bequests, donations etc. 

We'd like to make these available for sale 

through the web site to the membership - 

at very reasonable prices, naturally. 

 

To achieve this, we're looking for a 

volunteer with a couple of hours spare 

time and some dry garage space. Basic 

computer skills (email & scanning) would 

be useful, to capture book details for the 

web site - plus time to handle packing & 

post. 

 

If you fit the bill and would like to help, 

please contact our Sales Manager, 

Marcus Williams, at 

sales.manager@crossandcockade.com 

 

War I Commemoration Commission. 

 

Prince’s magnificent tomb is just steps 

away from President Woodrow Wilson at 

the Cathedral and the service was 

attended by relatives and French and 

American airmen: 

 

http://bit.ly/2fLLLdZ 

 
Battlefield 1 

 

Is there anybody out there into first-

person shooter video games? If so, 

perhaps they could contribute a review of 

mailto:sales.manager@crossandcockade.com?subject=Space%20%26%20Time
http://crossandcockade.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=d46bc608ac19b141586646129&id=1572c040bb&e=3c10ec6bd1


the latest game from Electronic Art’s 

Battlefield series, which was released on 

21 October 2016.  The game is set in 

World War I and is inspired by historic 

events. Players can make use of World 

War I weapons and take control of 

various armoured vehicles, including 

tanks, trucks, biplanes, battleships and 

zeppelins! The “Friends in High Places” 

story mode is based on the war in the air 

and sounds interesting. 

 
Hardit Singh Malik – A 

correction 

 

Thanks to Greg Van Wyngarden for a 

small correction in respect of last issue’s 

piece on Malik. Greg writes that Malik's 

narrow escape in his Sopwith Camel was 

not from Richthofen's Circus, although 

both he and Barker incorrectly thought 

they had faced 'the Circus'. Actually, 

Malik was chased by Ltn Paul Straehle of 

Jasta 18 (the unit did have red-nosed 

aircraft). In Cross & Cockade 11/4 1980, 

Harry Van Dorssen presented his 

translations of Straehle's very important 

diary and made the connection between 

Malik's and Straehle's accounts of the 

fight. 

 



How a synchronization gear 

works 

 

Finally, please enjoy this glorious slow-

motion video from The Slow Mo Guys, 

which makes you think that the bullets 

had all the time in the world to fire 

between the propeller blades! 

http://bit.ly/2gGqkji 
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