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Wind in the Wires
Welcome to the fourteenth quarterly newsletter from Cross & Cockade International,
bringing you all that's new and interesting in the world of WW1 aviation.

If you know someone who would
appreciate what we offer, please let
them know by sending them this link:
http://bit.ly/1tWo5WJ - from where they
can sign up for their own copy.

The third issue of Volume 46 will be
leaving the printers by mid September.
Apart from the usual range of
wonderful and fascinating material,
including articles on Serbia and Italy,
this journal contains the membership
renewal form for 2016, encouraging
you to renew your subscription in good
time.

However, if you're keen (of course you
are!) you can renew for 2016 here,
now, using this link:
http://bit.ly/1NKYpbL

There's also the regulars, with Paul Leaman's "German Seaplane Atlas" featuring Dornier,
while LogBook moves on from Moranes to look at Nieuport two-seaters in RFC service
and we reach the concluding part of Mick Davis' epic "Gazetteer of UK Flying Sites"; which
includes the next two A2 OS maps of Irish WW1 aviation sites.

Please note that after many years service to the society, Roger Tisdale has resigned as
Membership Sec. Please send all membership communication to Andy Kemp by email, or
call +44 (0)1832 720522.

If you're into social networking, please feel free join us on Facebook and follow us on
Twitter - and don't forget our Forum!

Sound Mirrors over the White
Cliffs of Dover (and
Sunderland)
Sounds mirrors were one of the first early
warning devices used to give notice of
approaching enemy aircraft. They were
unique to the UK and a precursor to radar
technology. Known to have been built at
16 locations in the UK, the sound

First World War anti-aircraft
gun restored
A rare anti-aircraft gun, used to repel
Zeppelin raids, which had spent decades
in Falmouth, has been restored. The
three-inch gun, one of only six of its type
left in the world, was built in 1915 and
acquired by English Heritage from the
Ministry of Defence in 1994.

reflected from these concave dishes was
picked up by microphone and transmitted
to operators wearing headphones.
Two of these mirrors, which were made

Sited at Pendennis Castle near
Falmouth, it has undergone months of
restoration work and has now been

from concrete and 15 feet high, were

installed at Dover Castle to recreate one

uncovered last year by the National

of the anti-aircraft gun emplacements first

Trust as part its project to reopen Second

put in place in 1915. It will be regularly

World War tunnels carved out of the chalk

fired in demonstrations by a team of

of the White Cliffs of Dover. The Fan Bay

specially trained English Heritage

Deep Shelter, opened on 20 July 2015,

volunteers in authentic costume.

is accessible on a guided tour and details
are available on the National Trust

The £490,000 project to restore and place

website.

the gun has been backed by a £272,600
Heritage Lottery Fund grant and support

Also, the acoustic mirror in the Fulwell

from the Friends of Dover Castle.

area of Sunderland, which was built in
the wake of a Zeppelin attack on the city

http://bit.ly/1EsApqO

in April 1916, has been rescued for future
generations by a partnership involving
conservationist body Historic England,
Sunderland City Council and the UK
lottery-funded Limestone Landscapes
programme.

Unveiled on 9 June 2015, the results of
the £68,000 project are clear to see:

http://bit.ly/1EsAhaO

Liddell Things Mean a Lot

http://bit.ly/1X4oUfi
On 31 July 2015, on the hundredth
anniversary of the event leading to his
death, a memorial stone was unveiled to
the memory of Captain John Aiden
Liddell VC MC at the Hampshire village
of Sherfield-on-Loddon. Liddell’s family
lived at Sherfield Manor for many years.
Liddell joined the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders at the outbreak of the First
World War and spent 43 consecutive

days in the trenches in command of the
machine gun section before being
awarded the Military Cross at Le Maisnil,
France. He was already a qualified pilot,
having obtained his Royal Aero Club
"ticket" before the outbreak of the War.
After being wounded in the trenches, he
joined the Royal Flying Corps.

He left for France to join 7 Squadron on
24 July 1915 and, just one week later, on
his second reconnaissance mission over
the skies of Belgium, his RE5 (2457) was
attacked by an enemy aircraft. Liddell

Gibb Mapplebeck

was severely wounded in his right thigh,
causing momentary unconsciousness. By

In Wind in the Wires 10, I drew readers’

great effort, he recovered partial control

attention to the story of Gilbert William

of his machine when it had dropped

“Gibb” Mapplebeck, the Liverpool born

nearly 3,000 feet and succeeded, under

pilot. Mapplebeck (pictured in his Royal

fire, in bringing the plane back to the

Aero Club Certificate photo) was one of

Allied lines, saving the life of his observer,

the first two RFC pilots to carry out an

RH Peck.

aerial reconnaissance on 19 August
1914, flying a Bleriot, and his short, but

Liddell died of his wounds a month later

eventful, war service is fascinating.

at De Panne, Flanders, Belgium, on 31
August 1915, aged 27. He was awarded

On 18 August 2015, the always excellent

a posthumous VC for his bravery. See

Great War London blog posted an in-

also the Spring 2015 CCI Journal

depth article on Mapplebeck, which
details his ground-breaking first flight and

The Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire Nigel

subsequent combat over the skies of the

Atkinson unveiled the memorial stone,

Western Front. Details of Gibb’s injury in

before poppy wreaths were laid by

September 1914 will make male readers

various dignitaries, including the Mayor of

wince!

Basingstoke and Deane Councillor Anne
Court.

Mapplebeck is also known for his escape

from enemy lines dressed as a French
peasant and tragic death in a flying

http://bit.ly/1PGwLKB

accident on 24 August 1915, when his
Morane stalled and spun into the ground
at Joyce Green. Both events are covered
in this well-researched article.

http://bit.ly/1JGyJ97

Camel Update
Readers may remember an article in
Wind in the Wires 12, titled “Building a
Camel in the Basement”, which reported

Bert Hinkler’s Boulder – An
Update

on West Michigan’s Tom Kozura. He is
building a reproduction Sopwith Camel,
which includes the data plate from Camel
serial number B2337.

Wind in the Wires has been following the
story of how a boulder from Mon Repos
Beach near Bundaberg, Queensland was

In a special report posted on the Detroit
News website on 4 July 2015, there is a

shipped to the Italian Alps to become a

detailed report on Tom’s project and a

memorial dedicated to the celebrated

short video interview with him that is well

Australian aviator, Bert Hinkler.

worth a look. Pictured is the instrument
panel.

The boulder, together with an 8.4Km
hiking path, was formally unveiled at a
ceremony on 2 August 2015. Attendees
included Hinkler’s great-nephew and the
Australian ambassador to Italy, Mike
Rann. Letters of tribute to Hinkler from
Prime Minister Tony Abbott and
Queensland Premier Annastacia

http://bit.ly/1esnMzX

Palaszczuk were read out.

Hinkler was the first man to fly solo from
Britain to Australia and the second
person, after Charles Lindbergh, to fly
alone across the Atlantic. In 1918 Hinkler
served in 28 Sqn RAF, which was sent to
Italy to bolster Italian forces after their

Mural Dedicated to US

defeat at Caporetto. Hinkler died in an air

Lafayette Escadrille Pilot

crash in in the Italian Alps in January
1933 and a local man in his 90s, who

Whilst we are talking things Stateside, I

recalled how people looked to the sky as

have to mention a stunning mural recently

the plane crashed, also attended the

completed in the North Carolina town of

ceremony. The aviator's body was not

Carthage. Lafayette Escadrille pilot

found until April, when the mountain snow

James R McConnell died on 19 March

began to melt.

1917 in aerial combat above the Somme
battlefields. He was the last pilot to die

http://bit.ly/1hOH5pr

under French colours, before America’s
entry into the war in April 1917.
McConnell is also known for the book,
“Flying for France: With the American
Escadrille at Verdun”, published
posthumously.

Now an image of McConnell, more than
20 feet tall, looks down with a slight smile
on traffic headed in and out of Carthage.

http://bit.ly/1MXSEpD

Following in his Grandfather’s
Footsteps
On 12 June 1915, Second Lieutenant
Leonard Wright Learmount reported to
Saint-Omer aerodrome for active service
on completion of his pilot training for the
Royal Flying Corps. Exactly 100 years

Immelmann vs The Solicitor

later his Grandson, David, visited the
site; now used by the Aero Club de SaintOmer.
Read more about 22 Sqn’s Leonard
Learmount, who became a Major and
was awarded the DSO and MC, in
David’s blog of his visit:

http://bit.ly/1LO3L5y

I especially liked the cutting of Lieutenant
Learmount’s evocative letter to a
newspaper about his experiences in the
Royal Flying Corps.

The blog also highlights the British Air
Services Memorial, a project close to
CCI members’ hearts. Saint-Omer was, of
course, the RFC headquarters and main
support base for the entire airborne effort
over the Western Front.

I recently stumbled across an interesting
article in the Law Society Gazette, dated
8 July 2015, which delves in the Society’s
Record of Service and tells some of the
stories of its 177 members who served in
the RFC and RNAS. Of the 177 named
individuals, 68 were killed, wounded or
captured; so not such good odds for a
“flying solicitor”.

The article starts with 20 year old
Captain Edward Tudor-Jones, articled
to a firm of solicitors in Exeter. TudorJones is notable in the Record of Service
as it names the individual German soldier
who killed him. This was none other than
fighter ace Max Immelmann and TudorJones (actually a Second Lieutenant) and
his pilot, Lieutenant Alan Victor Hobbs,
were his seventh victims. Their Morane
Saulnier L Parasol 5087 of 3 Sqn was
shot down near Valenciennes on the
morning of 15 December 1915.

Also mentioned is Henry Aloysius Petre,
the Managing Clerk of the West End firm

of Blount, Lynch & Petre. Petre, awarded
the DSO and MC, was Australia's first
military aviator, and a founding member
of the Australian Flying Corps. The final
story of Hugh Mowbray Meyler, lawyer,
army officer, balloon observer and
politician is particularly poignant.

Iron Maiden Star’s Fokker
Emergency

Read this recommended piece
at http://bit.ly/1UnuGES

In early August 2015, a replica Fokker
Dr.I Triplane, low on fuel, landed at RAF
Halton. The pilot was Bruce Dickinson,
lead singer of the world-famous rock
group, Iron Maiden.

Dickinson is a very experienced pilot,
holding an Air Transport Pilots' Licence
and has more than 7,000 hours of flying
experience and flew with The Great War
Display Team at Duxford Air Show last
year. Dickinson believed that he did not
have enough fuel to complete his journey
to White Waltham airfield and diverted to
RAF Halton to take on more fuel.

Bigsworth = Biggles
In related Iron Maiden news, their
forthcoming album, The Book of Souls,

My thanks to The Southern Daily Echo for

includes the song “Empire of the Clouds”.

an article on 14 June 2015 that hit the

Featuring Dickinson on the piano for the

“jackpot”, as it included a WW1 Naval Air

first time, the track is based on the 1930

Station, Biggles, and attacks on a

R101 airship crash.

Zeppelin and a U-boat! Working on the
assumption that author WE Johns based

http://bit.ly/1UAeC4C

his main character, James Bigglesworth,

on highly decorated Air Commodore
Arthur Wellesley Bigsworth, the article
recounts the exploits of this extraordinary
airman, who lived in Hampshire.

Bigsworth attended the Central Flying
School in 1912, graduating a year later,
and was subsequently appointed flight

Wolvercote WW1 Aerodrome

commander at Calshot Naval Air Station,

Memorial Project

overlooking Southampton Water. At the
outbreak of war he went to Belgium with 1

On 8 August 2015, the Oxford Mail

Sqn RNAS and, in May 1915, flying an

reported on the launch of a campaign to

Avro 504 over Ostend, Bigsworth

honour the 17 men, mostly in their 20s,

dropped four 20lb bombs on German

killed in flying accidents at Port Meadow

Army Zeppelin LZ39. One bomb

Aerodrome. Stories of some of these

damaged five hydrogen gas bags, but the

victims have been featured in recent

airship was able to land safely at its base.

issues of Wind in the Wires and I look

In August 1915, also off Ostend,

forward to supporting the efforts of the

Bigsworth successfully attacked a

campaign over the coming months.

German submarine, U14, and was

Money will be raised for a granite plaque

awarded the DSO.

in Wolvercote, to be put in place by
November 2018.

The story of Calshot Naval Air Station
was told on 26 June 2015, in another

http://bit.ly/1Izgbqu

Echo article. The Air Station came into
being on 29 March 1913 and the original

The previous month, the Oxford Mail also

Sopwith hangar still stands today. The

carried the story of the last remaining

Station's initial function was to test

WW1 building on the Port Meadow site,

various types of seaplanes and undertake

known locally as the “Target”. This small

armament trials. During WW1, Calshot

concrete building was probably used a

was responsible for Channel defence,

refuge for ground crew.

with thousands of flying hours on antisubmarine patrols, as well as training

http://bit.ly/1Gjvrqz

hundreds of aircraft personnel.

http://bit.ly/1JwUA60
http://bit.ly/1N4DVKX

Jack Gold Obituary
I couldn’t let this issue pass without a
brief tribute to Jack Gold, who died on 9
August 2015, aged 85. The awardwinning film and TV director is perhaps
best-known for the First World War flying

Original Sopwith Pup at
Tyntesfield

drama Aces High (1976), starring
Malcolm McDowell and Christopher

An original First World War night fighter

Plummer) and based on the R C Sherriff

aircraft, Sopwith Pup B1807, set up

play Journey’s End. Gold brought the

camp in the grounds of the National Trust

action out of the trenches and into the

estate at Tyntesfield, a Victorian Gothic

skies. The American critic, Leonard

Revival house and estate near Bristol

Maltin, commended the film’s “strong anti-

from 18 – 28 August 2015.

war statement” as much as its “exciting
aerial dogfights”:

The Pup, being the only original in
existence to have served with the RFC, is

http://bit.ly/1N7ChIJ

from a 1917 batch of 150 and served with

http://bit.ly/1igAZht for the trailer to Aces

112 Home Defence Squadron in Kent on

High

patrols against Gotha bombers, before
being registered in 1919 to Wing
Commander ARM Rickards from Fairford,
Gloucestershire.

The aircraft ended up in Dorset, where it
lay untouched for nearly 50 years, until
being discovered by aviation enthusiast
Kelvyne Baker in 1972. The Pup was in
good condition and complete as a

fuselage only. It had also retained its
original fittings and illuminated night-flying
instruments. Mr Baker and friends have
been working on the restoration ever
since, spending upwards of £60,000.

He soon hopes to receive further
investment, so he can realise the dream
of seeing the Pup in the air once again.

http://bit.ly/1KDCcKZ
http://bit.ly/1JKgIXv

2016 Calendar
Once again Roger has excelled himself
and organised a wonderful series of
twelve WW1 aviation paintings for the
2016 Calendar.

Price is unchanged at £10 + postage:

Branch Meetings
York

£1.00 for UK
£2.50 for Europe airmail and Rest of
World surface mail
£3.50 for Rest of World airmail

The next gathering is at 12:00 on
Saturday 21st November 2015. This will
be the last meeting this year; watch the
web site for 2016 meeting dates as

Available now from the web site shop, or
by post via:

Cross & Cockade International
Hamilton House, Church Street
Wadenhoe
PETERBOROUGH

they're announced. As ever, all comers
are welcome! Full details here.
There's no formal presentations or
speakers; just excellent beer and a group
of like-minded folk sharing WW1 aviation

PE8 5ST

photos and knowledge. Sadly the pub is

UNITED KINGDOM

still not doing food - so bring your own
sandwiches!

Essex

Our longest running branch is regularly
hosted by founder member John Barfoot
in his basement - The Dugout. 15:00 on
the last Friday of each month is the date
for your diary; let John know if you're

French Fancies

planning to attend, so he can warn the
caterers!

I found a 55 minute documentary on
Lieutenant Charles Nungesser (18921927) on the French military website,
Theatrum-Belli.org. It’s all in French, but
the images are wonderful! The colourful
ace has just been chosen as the 54th
promotion of EMIA (the Joint Military
Academy), meaning that this promotion
will be named after Nungesser.

http://bit.ly/1EzA0mG

London

This article from the Opex360.com

Since we discontinued the regular

website may also shed some light on the

London meeting, our members in the

“promotion” (if you can speak French!) as

South East have been looking for

well as providing an overview of

alternative ways to meet up and discuss

Nungesser’s life and times.

our favourite subject over a pint of ale.

http://bit.ly/1InvMcU

So far one pub-based meeting has been
held, and an enjoyable evening was had

Also, I enjoyed an article, handily

by all. There was a good turn-out, and I

translated into English, on the

can confirm that Phil isn't half as scary as

france24.com website about Roland

the photo (above) suggests!

Garros – the aviator the world mistakes
for a tennis champion. If you want to

Battlefields Trust are running a

know why the tennis stadium is named

"Zeppelins over London" walk on the

after this innovative pilot, go to

evening of Tuesday 8th September 2015,

http://f24.my/1GsoPwq

which should be excellent - and might be
an opportunity for the next meeting. More

Finally, for anyone who was interested in

info here!

the Atlas Somme 1914-1918, published
by the Anciens Aerodrome organisation,

If you'd like to be included in the

you might like to know that they have now

discussions and/or attend future

published the Atlas Oise. This covers 63

meetings, please email David Marks.

WWI aerodromes in the Oise department,
which lies just South of the Somme.
Priced at 10 euros plus 9 euros p&p, it
can be obtained via

Handy Research Links

http://f24.my/1GsoPwq
A new blog post from the Defence
Studies Department at King’s College,
London by Dr Robert T Foley might be of
interest to Wind in the Wires readers. He
has examined the Official Histories of the
First World War at Sea and in the Air and
the post sets out the digital sources that
are readily available to historians of the
conflict, together with links.

London’s First Zeppelin Raid
(1)

Starting with the six-volumes of The War
in the Air: Being the Story of the Part
Played in the Great War by the Royal Air

On the night of 31 May 1915, Zeppelin
LZ.38 approached London at a height
approaching two miles; its purpose was to
bomb London, while keeping to a line

Force (Sir Walter Raleigh and H.A.
Jones), Dr Foley also covers the
Australian, US and German
counterparts.

east of the Tower of London. The first
bomb, an incendiary, landed on 16
Alkham Road, Stoke Newington, the

http://bit.ly/1hvfsAW

home of Albert Lovell, a 39-year-old clerk,
and his family. The device set fire to the
upper floor of the house, but did not
cause too much damage.
The London Borough of Hackney erected
a plaque in the 1990s to commemorate
this first bomb, but unfortunately placed it
near the corner of Nevill Road and
Osterley Road – more than half a mile
away. It also showed the wrong date!
Thanks to the extensive research of
historian Ian Castle (he’s the one without
the tie pictured with Councillor Guy
Nicholson), the Council were persuaded

Polegate Royal Naval Airship
Station

to install a new plaque at the correct
location. The plaque was unveiled at a
ceremony on 29 May 2015.

Not wishing to disappoint “lighter than air”
enthusiasts, allow me to present two
interesting articles in the Eastbourne

http://bit.ly/1hvhqRM
http://bit.ly/1PJf3pJ for a detailed blog
post on the raid, and

Herald, published on 25 July and 1
August 2015, by historian Rosalind
Hodge.

http://bit.ly/1KpkWdN for more on Ian
and his work

Commissioned on 6 July 1915 with just
one SS class airship, the station was
soon joined by other airships, which were
used to patrol the area from Dungeness
to Portland Bill on the lookout for U boats
and mines and to accompany convoys.
From a mass of slimy waterlogged clay,
the 142 acres of land became a major
base with over 300 personnel by 1918.
Polegate’s flying activity increased as the
war progressed, patrolling 1,500 square
miles in 1916, 2,000 in 1917 and 4,500 in
1918. Airships from Polegate flew more

hours during the last two years of the war
than those from any other allied airship
station.

http://bit.ly/1JvL9S4
http://bit.ly/1LRE4RF

William Leefe Robinson VC –
Centenary Committee Formed
The Northaw & Cuffley Parish Council are
looking ahead to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the shooting down of SL11
by Lieutenant Robinson in the early hours
of 3 September 1916.

London’s First Zeppelin Raid
A committee has now been appointed to

(2)

create a suitable exhibition and opening
ceremony to reflect the historic event. A

During the first London raid, 16 year-old

paving stone, provided by The

Leah Lehrman was killed while cycling

Department of Communities and Local

from her East End home to central

Government, will be laid as part of the

London and her job as a tailor. Now, 100

ceremonies as part of its commitment to

years after her death, her grave has a

honour VC winners from World War 1. In

memorial plaque after a 20-year search

addition, the Cuffley Operatic Society has

by her niece, Janet Foster, for the resting

agreed to reprise their show “The Cuffley

place of the aunt she never knew.

VC” first performed in December last

year. An exhibition will also be held and

The stone-setting took place on 3 June

will display parts from the crashed airship

2015, exactly 100 years after her burial in

and other memorabilia.

an unmarked grave at Plashet Cemetery
in East London. Mrs Foster was inspired

Cross & Cockade will be involved with

to search for the grave by her late father,

the project and Wind in the Wires readers

who had talked to her about his sister,

should contact the writer if they have any

killed when he was just five years old.

memories or mementoes passed down
from family members that they would like

http://bit.ly/1JKswZP

to contribute.
On 1 June 2015, the Oxford Mail
published the story of Robinson’s forced
landing at Port Meadow aerodrome in late
1915 due to bad weather. This was
before he became the subject of the
public’s adulation and, in a letter to his
mother, Robinson wrote “ … we had an
A1 time in Oxford – got the local police
and volunteers to guard the machine, put
up at the Mitre Hotel, saw Deja Vu at the
theatre, and enjoyed ourselves
generally.” Sounds like a good evening!
http://bit.ly/1NVxSrw

Logistics for the RFC
Our President, AVM Peter Dye (ret'd),
has written an excellent book on the
logistical operations of the RFC on the
Western Front; a much underrated
subject. Without the herculean efforts of

so many behind the lines, there could
have been no fighting aces or aerial
photograhy; and no "art obs" machines to
direct the artillery.

Our stock is winging its way across the
Atlantic as I type and as soon as we have
stock, in early October, you'll be able to
buy your copy using this link:

http://bit.ly/1FlQJEQ
To spike your interest, here's a review
penned by renowned WWI historian,
Professor Gary Sheffield:

RFC in Oxfordshire, MkII
"Considering it's importance, logistics
It's been a few years (1985!) since Peter

remains a remarkably under-researched

Wright penned this lovely little book on

topic, and in The Bridge to Air Power,

the WWI flying sites of his home county of

Peter Dye has produced a truly path-

Oxfordshire. More information has

breaking study. Dye,a retired RAF two-

bubbled to the surface since then, and

star officer, combines an operator's grasp

Peter has taken the opportunity

of logistics with fine historical research

presented by the centenary to revise and

and astute analysis. The result is a book

update his book. Full details here:

which no historian of air power or WWI
will be able to ignore".

http://bit.ly/1L5eH9f

This book has been published by CCI to
coincide with the exhibition Above the
Dreaming Spires at the Soldiers of
Oxfordshire Museum, Park Street,
Woodstock, which opens 14 September
2015.
Our President, Peter Dye, will be giving a

lecture at the Museum between 18:00
and 20:00 on Wednesday 2nd December
- if you live locally, put the date in the
diary!

http://bit.ly/1NXWrUu
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