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On 14 July 1914, the Sirdar of the Egyptian Army 
and Governor General of the Sudan, Sir Francis 
Reginald Wingate, wrote to the � e Secretary, War 

O�  ce, London, requesting if, the services of a ‘Flight’ of the 
Royal Flying Corps could be lent to assist in a reconnaissance 
which will be carried out in the neighbourhood of the Sobat 
and Baro rivers next Autumn and Winter.1

Whilst the war put an end to this potential expedition, the 
question of an RFC ‘Flight’ for Egypt was far from forgotten. 
According to the O�  cial History, Air reconnaissances of the 
Turkish bases and lines of communication to give warning of 
the enemy intentions would, it was recognized, be essential…2

On 28 October 1914, Earl Kitchener, Secretary of State for 
War, sent a telegram to the newly appointed GOC Egypt, Lt 
Gen Sir John Maxwell, I think we could send you two or four 
aeroplanes if you wish. Would you like them? � e following 
day General Maxwell replied, It would be most useful to have 
the aeroplanes. Could we also have sent to us expert � iers and 
mechanics, as there are two Italian aeroplanes here which I 
can commandeer, though I do not know of what value they 
may be?3

� us starts the story of the Egypt Detachment, RFC, 
although, as we shall see, contrary to the implication of 
Kitchener’s telegram, the unit was already in being and 
intended for Egypt. However, experienced pilots and 
mechanics were already in short supply, but India was able 
to provide a partial solution to the shortage.

� e Indian Central Flying School
In early January 1912 the India O�  ce informed the War 
O�  ce of its intention to establish an Aviation School in 
India. Shortly a� erwards Captain Seaton Dunham Massy, 
29th Punjabis, was appointed Commandant designate of the 
proposed school.4 Massy was at this time in England where 
he had taken his ticket (RAeC Certi� cate 84) on 9 May 1911 
at the Bristol School on Salisbury Plain.

At the beginning of May 1913 Massy, and three Indian 
establishment o�  cers, were in England to attend the 
Central Flying School, 3rd Course at Upavon (May–August 
1913). � e three o�  cers had been appointed Instructors to 
the Indian Central Flying School (ICFS); Capt C.G. Hoare, 
39th Central India Horse (RAeC Certi� cate 126, 29 Aug 1911, 
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The only known photograph to show all four ICFS pilots. Central Flying School, 3rd Course at Upavon (May – August 1913). Lieutenant H.L. Reilly 
is 4th from the right in the row standing behind the seated o�  cers. His three fellow Indian Army o�  cers stand in the second row from the back: 
Captains S.D. Massy (1st on left), C.G. Hoare (2nd, between two RN o�  cers in back row), and Lieutenant C.L.N. Newall (5th). Other RN, Royal Marine 
and Army notables include : Back row 2nd from right Lt H.C. Harvey-Kelly; in the seated row are from 2nd left to right, Capt J.M. Salmond, Major 
E.L. Gerrard, RM, Major H.M. Trenchard, DSO, Capt G.M. Paine, MVO, RN; in the front row on the left, Lt C.H.K. Edmonds, RN.   :John Grech Collection


