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Editorial
Mick Davis

Welcome to the journal of the 
Great War Aviation Society. When 
the name change was proposed, 
there was some concern among the 
membership that the journal would 

be, in some way, affected. As can be seen, there’s very little 
change – only tweaks to the wording of the front cover and the 
contents page.

Wind in the Wires
Wind in the Wires continues to flourish in the 10 years since 
the first issue was sent out in June 2012. Issue number 41 went 
out on 12 May 2022 to over 1,500 people. We currently have 
1,518 subscribers in total on the list. The Society’s membership 
currently stands at 836 and there are 372 members who, at the 
last count, do not receive Wind in the Wires. We would love 
as many members as possible to enjoy this free e-newsletter. 
All you need is an email address! Head to the website or 
contact wires@crossandcockade.com.

Wind in the Wires focuses on carefully curated short articles 
relating to First World War aviation with the odd diversion 
into pre- and post-war content or digressing into the world of 
film, television and podcasts. You are free to make your own 
further enquiries by clicking the accompanying links. Whilst 
Wind in the Wires therefore takes a very different approach to 
the Journal, the two bedfellows seem to get along splendidly. 
The next issue should have been released by the time you 
receive your journal.

The 1,000 + subscribers to Wind in the Wires who are not 
members of the Society is a clear indicator to the Committee 
that there is an untapped market out there for the subject we 
love. The Committee is focussed on turning subscribers into 
members and, if possible, deriving other revenues from this 
source. It is read worldwide and based on the last two issues 
there were more opens in the USA than the UK.

DH2 Monograph
The Society’s monographs, just like the journal, fall under 
the Cross and Cockade banner. In essence, Cross and Cockade 
is the publishing arm of the Great War Aviation Society. So 
far, monographs 1, 2 and 4 have been published. The missing 
No.3 has been reserved for the long-awaited volume on the 
DH2 and, I’m sure, members will be delighted to learn that 
it will be released this autumn. Running to 257 pages, it is 
the weightiest of our monographs and covers all aspects of 
the type’s development and operational service. Barry Gray’s 
manuscript has been edited by Trevor Henshaw and prepared 
for publication by Andrew Willox. Mike Kelsey and others have 
made relevant contributions. The book is profusely illustrated 
with hundreds of photographs, contemporary diagrams, scale 
drawings and 10 pages of Ronny Barr’s superb colour profiles 
and plan views. The release and price details will appear on the 
Society’s website, so keep your eyes open.

This Issue
There hasn’t been a lot published about the operational 
use of the Sopwith 1½ Strutter and so the Stewart Taylor 

contribution to this issue should help to plug the gap. Stewart 
covers the activities of a 70 Squadron ‘team’, 2Lt J.G. Crang 
and Lt J.A. Sully. Sully, an observer, was posted to Home 
Establishment when Camels replaced the 1½ Strutters but 
Stewart completes the story by covering the subsequent 
careers of both officers. As ever, we receive insight into 
the personalities of those involved and are treated to 
more of the rare photographs that Stewart collected over 
the years.

The second and concluding part of Hal Wilson’s MA 
dissertation about aircraft production examines the British 
aircraft industry’s approach to tacking cultural obstacles, the 
effectiveness of government agencies and the post-war legacy. 
Hal had included a very extensive bibliography, which would 
run to more than three journal pages. I haven’t included it but 
any reader wishing a copy can e-mail me and I’ll forward it.

Loss to ‘friendly fire’ isn’t a recent side-effect of aerial 
warfare. Mike Kelsey covers an example from WWI where a 
British pilot in Macedonia brought down a French ally. Mike, 
thorough as ever, provides a lot of information on the careers 
of the two men. The artwork on the rear cover, kindly provided 
by David Méchin, relates to this incident.

The continuing diary of Tom Owen follows on to his posting 
to the BEF as a RE8 pilot, initially to 6 Squadron but then to 
4 Squadron. The diary provides an excellent insight to the 
everyday activities of a Corps pilot. 

Next Issue
The concluding part of the Owen diary will cover the 
remainder of his time on operations with 4 Squadron and 
then his posting to Home Establishment that comprised time 
at Yatesbury and then at Worthy Down with the Artillery & 
Infantry Co-operation School.

There will be another feature that includes ‘friendly fire’; the 
biography of A.L. Fleming who achieved combat successes 
against the enemy with 111 Sqn in Palestine after bringing 
down a 1 Sqn Nieuport while flying with 46 Sqn in France.

Postscript
The feature on J.V. Sorsoleuil in 53/1 had gone to print when I 
realised that there was a photograph, that I’d seen somewhere, 
which illustrated his short stature. I eventually remembered a 
JMB/GSL shot, which is reproduced here. He is pictured centre 
in this group photograph, taken at Turnberry in 1918. To his 
right were H.W.L. Saunders (ex 84 Sqn) then R.W. Chappel (ex 
41 Sqn). To his left were P.J. Clayston (ex 1 Sqn) then A.B. Yuille 
(151 Sqn).
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No. 70 Squadron crews 
learned some hard 
lessons during early 

1917. The first signs of their 
near naked vulnerability were 
exposed as the month of March 
1917 with its ever-increasing 
daylight, was added to by the 
unwanted appearance of faster 
and better armed scouts, now 
flown by Jasta pilots further 
accustomed to their Albatros 
D.III Scouts. 70 Squadron’s 
problems were compounded 
by the 9th (HQ) Wing’s 
demand for long-distance 
reconnaissance missions, 
placing the load squarely on the 
1½ Strutter aircrews. Among 
the crews was observer ‘Spike’ 
Sully, christened John Alfred 
by his rural farming parents 
in Metcalfe, Ontario, where 
he was born 19 November 
1892. Sully grew up to have 
a hard-nosed demeanour, 
aptly recognized by his peers; 
at school in Metcalfe his 
classmates soon referred to 
him as ‘Spike the Big Guy’. He 
simply revelled in the label. 
No one was ever going to put 
something over or above him.

Urged by an ‘inner voice’ 
to try his hand at achieving 
some sort of satisfaction 
much further west in Alberta, 
he fi rst looked for a wife. He 
found the willing mate, Blodie 
Marguerite Mills in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, and married 
her on 28 September 1912. Th eir relationship blossomed. When 
not rolling up his sleeves for manual farm work, Spike spent 
his leisure time as OC of the local cadets, a post he held only for 
one year. Answering the call, he left  his Youngestown, Alberta 
Militia Unit, the 21st Hussars, on 6 March 1916 and pledged 
to carry on, if and when, into battle with the 175 Battalion. As 
a lieutenant, he went overseas on 3 October 1916, sailing on 
Saxonia which embarked from Halifax. Th e battalion, raised 
in Medicine Hat, Alberta, would not go to the front, but would 
be stationed in England to act as a source of replacements for 
other battalions of the Canadian Corp fi ghting in France. Th e 
posting off ered little for Sully. When his wife, now residing 
with her parents in Ottawa, heard that Spike was going to seek 
a secondment to the RFC, all Blodie could do, as she would for 
the next 52 years, was to pacify herself into accepting what her 
life partner decided to do.

Th e RFC needed observers in order to fulfi l its off ensive 
policy. There were questions regarding the transfer of 

commissioned offi  cers such as 
Sully from the CEF – would 
they continue to be paid by the 
Canadian Government and 
what would their RFC rank be? 
Not that ‘Spike’ mired himself 
in the military politics or the 
impact on his fi nances.

Th e moment he was offi  cially 
seconded from the 21st Reserve 
Battalion along with Capt 
George Barrett Davies, the 
two had thought earnestly 
about a future in the RFC not 
long aft er he was returned to 
Canada in 1916 with the task 
of recruiting another battalion 
in Medicine Hat. Capt Davies, 
a trench veteran with the 3rd 
Canadian Mounted Rifl es had 
seen fi rst-hand the work of 
the primitive RFC in France, 
was impressed and it would 
be he who helped incubate the 
idea the two of them attempt a 
change in forces while together 
with the 21st Alberta Hussars 
at Seaford.

Lasting within the allotted 
time of six weeks plus, the 
observers’ course in early 1917 
could only be described, when 
compared to the equivalent, a 
year and a half later, as barely 
functional. The basics were 
taught but the limited use of 
a weapon in the air at Hythe 
would never really prepare 
pupils for the real grim reality 
of what aerial combat had 
developed into.

For those at Hythe in March/April 1917 the word on most lips 
was survival – Just how long am I going to last? Word of mouth, 
from those who knew the situation in France gave the answer 
not long! Th ere were no guarantees of survival, absolutely 
none.

With this knowledge, he was posted to 70 Squadron. To 
further unsettle the nerves, Jasta 5 had hammered a 70 
Squadron reconnaissance between Douai and Cambrai at 
about 08.00 on 24 March and repeated the aerial slaughter the 
next morning, depleting 70 Squadron even further – another 
fi ve 1½ Strutters were lost. Th e total for both days was 10 
aircraft  and their crews. White as a sheet, almost numbed into 
silence, a little bit of a chap in stature and the only Canadian 
survivor in the squadron from the 23 March near massacre, 
Capt George Crawford Easton introduced himself to Sully, 
and provided him with what had happened – then there was 
silence. Th is moroseness lingered for days. Understandably, 
in the face of it all, 9th HQ Wing strongly urged these deep 

The Spike & Jim Show
Lt. John Alfred Sully and 2Lt James Gordon Crang
A Flight 1½ Strutter Team, 70 Squadron, RFC 1917

By Stewart K. Taylor

Titled ‘Smiles, not for the Hun’. Boisdinghem April 1917. On the left 
2Lt James Gordon ‘Jim’ Crang, pilot, and Lt John Alfred ‘Spike’ Sully 
his observer. They were ‘teamed’ almost at once and fl ew together 
until 70 Squadron discarded their 1½ Strutters mid July 1917. All the 
photos credited to ‘Spike’ Sully were taken by him or ‘Jim’ Crang and 
surreptitiously printed and developed by the wing photographer. He had 
taken another roll of Sully’s to have them printed in England, promising 
to return the fi lms and a copy but was killed in an aircraft crash.
 :J.A. Sully via S.K.T.
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