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Designed by John Kenworthy, the Royal Aircraft
Factory’s FE8 was, like the DH2, an effective solution
to the problem of providing the RFC with an armed

single seat fighter before the development of a working gun
synchronisation gear. The prototype made its first flight on
15 October 1915, piloted by Frank Goodden, and, following
testing and development, was placed into production, a total
of almost 300 being ordered from various manufacturers.
7624 was one of a batch of 50 machines (serials 7595 –

7644) built, under contract No. 87/A/339 by Vickers Ltd at
their factory in Weybridge, which was located alongside the
Brooklands racetrack.TheContract was placed on 7 February
1916, and7624was completedby30August 1916, andfittedwith
100-hp Gnome Monosoupape
engineNo.30508.
Although initially allotted

to the RFC’s storage station
at Hurst Park racecourse,
it was almost immediately
re-assigned to the BEF in
France and, on 19 September
1916, it was flown over to 1
Aircraft Depot at St Omer by
a Lt Bartlett. By 30 September
it had joined 40 Squadron,
which was then commanded
by the famous actor and
pioneer aviator Robert Loraine
and based at Treiziennes. The
squadron, which had arrived
in France in August, was the
first squadron to be equipped
with the FE8. Immediately on
arrival at the squadron, 7624
was assigned to Capt T.G.
Mapplebeck, who had only
recently joined the squadron
himself.
ThomasGeorgeMapplebeck,

the younger brother of Gilbert
Mapplebeck, the first RFC
pilot to be wounded in action,
was born at 34 Rodney Street,
Liverpool, where his fatherwas
a dental surgeon, on 2 August

1894. After leaving school, Mapplebeck worked for a while in
Hamburg but at the outbreak of war joined the 40th ‘King’s
Own’ Liverpool Regiment with which he served until 15 April
15 when he was wounded in the jaw during the second battle
of Ypres. Once recovered from his wound, he transferred to
the RFC and trained as a pilot, believing that, since he could
already drive a car, driving an aeroplane shouldn’t prove too
difficult. Once qualified, he joined 29 Squadron flying DH2s,
on which he scored two combat victories before being posted
to 40 Squadron during September 1916.
On 21 October, whilst 40 Squadron was providing fighter

escort to a bombing raid on Haubourdin Station near Lille,
Mapplebeck shot down an attacking enemy scout which was

seen to crash into a wood near
Ascq. Two further victories
were claimed by other 40
Squadron pilots during the
same sortie and several more
later the same day.
9 November 1916 was a

bright, clear day and thus
there was a lot of aerial activity
by both sides. Mapplebeck,
in 7624, crossed the lines at
a fairly low altitude with the
intention of attacking an
enemy observation balloon
near La Bassée before his
presencewas detected.Hefired
a whole drum of Lewis gun
ammunition at the underside
of the balloon without visible
effect and then changed drums
to make a second attack after
which the balloon observer
took to his parachute as the
balloon burst into f lames.
Mapplebeck had been under
small arms fire from the
ground throughout the attack
and a bullet pierced his petrol
pressure pipe, causing the
engine to stop. He was forced
to land whilst still on the
German side of the lines, being

Thomas GeorgeMapplebeck was flying 7624when it was brought down
by ground fire and spent the rest of the war at a prisoner.

ONE PUSHER DOWN

hhee Shhortt Caa eerr off EE88 762244The Short Career of FE8 7624
byy Paauul R.. Hareeby Paul R. Hare


