A look at the CL.II and CL.III/IIIa in wartime service is
followed by details of post-war use by a variety of air services.
There is also an overview of the colour schemes employed,
while further profiles and the appendices provide parts lists
and sketches from the company manuals on the CL.III/IIIa
and CL.V. The book concludes with 1:48th scale drawings,
by Martin Digmayer, of the CL.II, CL.IIIa and C.IV.
OVER THE FRONT Vol.36
Number 1, Spring 2020:
The quarterly journal of the
League of World War One
Aviation Historians
96 pp 215 x 278 mm.
See inner front cover for
membership details.

Colin Owers has edited this
edition and, as such is a
major contributor to it. His
is the opening article, a study
of the Dornier D.I which is
largely photographic with
large clear images illustrating the features of this advanced,
for its time, design.
This is followed by David Méchin’s take on the twinengine Caudron G.6 which could be as dangerous to its own
pilots as it was to the enemy. Again, there are plenty of good,
clear photos and these are complemented by an autochrome
image of two G.6s on the cover and four of David’s colour
profiles of the type.
The major feature is Colin’s take on the captured German
machines given G numbers. Colin provides details of their
capture but also examines their colours and markings in
detail. The rear covers follow this theme, providing colour
profiles for six machines.
The final article is another from Colin, the reproduction
of a contemporary document examining the supply and
repair of machines for the US Navy.
Three pages of book reviews conclude what is yet another
fascinating issue.
HALBERSTADT
AIRCRAFT OF WWI Part 1:
A-Types to C.III
Jack Herris
Aeronaut Books, Charleston,
South Carolina, USA.
202pp, 215x280mm, Softback,
Illustrated.
ISBN 978-1-935881-810,
available on Amazon from
£40.53/$49.99.

The book follows the format
of others in this series
covering German aircraft
manufacturers, first a brief introduction, which includes
tabulations to show numbers of A, B, C and D-types in
bi-monthly service 1914-1918.
The firm’s Boxkite, licence-built Coanda monoplane,
Taubes, 1914 experimental biplane, A and B-types and a
Fokker derivative receive photographic and brief textual
coverage before the book moves onto the firms most famous
product, the CL.II. That machine is given the full treatment
with over 100 pages of contemporary photographs, printed
two to a page. In addition, there are colour photographs of
the surviving fuselage at Krakow. Lagorgette’s excellent
Aerophile three-view drawings are reproduced and Martin
Digmayer provides four pages of his fine 1:48th scale
drawings.
The wide-scale use of the CL.II meant that it flew in many
colour schemes and Piotr Mrozowski presents the four
factory schemes as 3-view colour drawings. Bob Pearson
then contributes more than 30 colour profiles and plan
drawings to show individual markings – excellent stuff.
The book concludes with a brief look at the Halberstadt
C.III. Again, an essential volume for those interested in
German aviation.
Part 2 of the RHNAS history took up more space than
anticipated and so some book reviews have been held over
until the next issue.

Obituaries
Colin James Ashford
1919-2020
Colin was born and brought up
in the village of Ackworth in the
West Riding of Yorkshire, where
his mother was from. His father
hailed from Bristol and settled in
Yorkshire, after the end of the First
World War.
During his long lifetime, Colin
achieved recognition as a highlyaccomplished watercolour artist,
particularly noted for his paintings
of vintage transport subjects, and
he was one of the highly revered
Dunkirk Veterans.
He showed an early aptitude for
art and after studying at Wakefield
College of Art progressed to the
prestigious Glasgow School of Art.
He was there when WW2 broke
out, so his ambition to pursue an
artistic career had to be put on hold
for more than seven years. Aged just 20, he was called up with the
Highland Light Infantry and posted to the BEF in March 1940. In
May 1940 his battalion was sent to defend a gap in the line trying
to hold off a superior German Panzer tank force. Wounded in the
leg by shrapnel, and with 75% of his regiment killed, Colin had to
be dropped by his regiment and was left to make his own way to
Dunkirk. He was barely able to walk, but made it to the beaches
and after two long nights was lucky enough to be evacuated in a
Naval destroyer.
Following three months recuperation he was redeployed to
the Royal Engineers and later served in North Africa and Italy,
where his artistic skills proved useful in camouflage deception. It
was during his time in Italy that he developed his love of classical
music, visiting the opera houses in Naples and Rome.
Whilst in hospital in Wales in the summer of 1940, Colin had
met a young nurse, the same age as himself. After corresponding
throughout the war, he and Joyce married in 1948 and with the war
over they moved south to London for Colin to pursue his artistic
ambitions. At their home on Shooters Hill in SE London, they
raised their three children, Adrian, Cynthia and Julia.
Colin had several full-time jobs with publishing companies
before pursuing a full-time career as an artist. He founded the Guild
of Aviation Artists with 11 other artists in 1971 and he exhibited at
their Annual July exhibitions in London for an incredible 46 years
until 2016 – quite an exceptional feat. Today, his paintings hang in
private collections, museums and galleries all over the world.
Colin was a keen member of our Society. We are grateful
for his selfless efforts in providing a number of covers for
our Journals over the years, often at quite short notice, also
paintings for the Society calendar – which continues to
raise funds for the St-Omer memorial. The AGMs at RAF
Hendon were always a highlight for him, and with each
passing year, time could not diminish his enthusiasm for life.
After a short spell in hospital, Colin passed away peacefully on
14 June, aged 101 years, with daughters Cynthia and Julia, with her
husband, Mark, all able to share his final hours with him.
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