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by Norman L.R. Franks

r t hu r W hea ly, more
familiarly known as ‘Art’,
was born in Toronto,
Canada, on 2 November 1895 to
Joseph Samuel Arthur and Minnie
Elizabeth Treloar Whealy, living
on Dunvegan, Forest Hill Village,
Toronto. In 1901 a brother arrived,
Joseph Alfred, although he was
always known as Fred. Their father
was a businessman, and something
of an inventor, in fact he is said by
his son to have invented a snowblower long before electric or gas
machines came along.
Both boys in turn, attended the
University of Toronto School, Art
later studying Medicine at the
University of Toronto. Once war
was declared in 1914, he eventually
decided that flying would be a preferable way to offer his services and
so applied for pilot training in late
1915, his address recorded as 100
Dunvegan Road, Toronto.
He began his flight training at the
Curtiss Flying School at Leaside
and on 5 February 1916 he obtained
his International Flying Certificate,
No.409, on a Curtiss biplane at the Atlantic Coast Aeronautical
School, Newport, Virginia. Commissioned as a Flight SubLieutenant into the Royal Naval Air Service, Art was soon on
his way across the Atlantic to England.
Arriving in the UK in June 1916 he was assigned to No.3
Naval Wing. In early 1917 he was flying Sopwith Pups with
3 Naval Squadron’s C Flight. His first combat success came
during what has become known as Bloody April, the month
that saw the opening of the Battle of Arras. The RNAS had
some of its fighter units move down from the Channel coast
to the main British front to support the Royal Flying Corps.
The RFC were having a tough time during April; the Germans,
with their new fighter aircraft, the Albatros and Halberstadt
Scouts, encompassed in their recently formed fighting Jastas,
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were causing the Allied airmen a lot
of casualties. Whealy claimed an
Albatros D.III scout ‘out of control’
over Pronville mid-morning of the
12th.
These ‘out of control’ victories
were more or less ‘probables’, not
being seen to actually crash, burst
into flames or disintegrate in the
air. Had they done so they would be
termed ‘destroyed’. As the RFC and
RNAS mainly flew an offensive war,
most of the air fights occurred over
the German side of the front-line
trenches, and as such it was difficult
to have any evidence that an opponent had indeed crashed. So long
as a third party confirmed that the
hostile aeroplane was seen going to
in such a way that its destruction
was likely, a ‘victory’ was granted.
On 23 April, Art sent a second
Albatros D.III down ‘ooc’ north
of the Arras-Cambrai road, in
the early evening, while on 2 May,
he in company with FSLs F.C.
Armstrong and E. Pierce attacked
an Albatros C-type two-seater,
which fell in flames over Bourlon
Wood at 07.00. Frederick Armstrong was a fellow Canadian
from Toronto, while Edmund Pierce, who became a particular
friend of Art’s, came from York, England. Both became successful fighter aces.
A week later, Art claimed a Halberstadt D.II ‘ooc’ shortly
after noon, but by this date he had moved squadrons, having
been posted to 9 Naval, but still flying Pups. He did not score
again until 7 July, he and Flight Commander H.E. Harvey,
sending down an Albatros D.V ‘ooc’, that evening. The squadron then changed over from Pups to the new Sopwith Camels.
Once the pilots became used to the new type, Art got into a
fight with a number of Albatros D.Vs during an early morning
patrol near the Belgian coast on 29 July. At 05.20 he shot down
‘Art’ Whealy seated in a Curtiss machine during his training days at
Newport News during early 1916.
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