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The plea for volunteers to join 
our committee has produced a 
pleasing number of responses. 

The two posts that we urgently needed to 
fill have been taken up. Peter Cowlan has 
kindly agreed to act as Minutes Secretary 
and, as of January, Brian Slater will be 

taking over from Gordon as our Treasurer. In addition, there are 
three new co-opted committee members. Jeff Jefford and Paul Hare 
now bring their experience and sound judgement to the meetings’ 
and David Marks, who produces our excellent Wind in the Wires, 
adds his more youthful enthusiasm. 

Things are looking good but complacency isn’t setting in. Graham 
Mottram has volunteered to conduct a strategic review of the 
Society’s operations and his findings will help guide our work over 
the coming years. Graham should need no introduction, having been 
Director of the FAAM and a member since the earliest days of C&C 
(GB). His review will seek to inform the question of where we want 
the Society to be in 2030.

This Issue
The second part of Stewart Taylor’s contribution concludes his looks 
at Canadian Triplane pilots in 1N Squadron and Paul Leaman’s Atlas 
series reaches its penultimate section.

Boris Ciglić’s unique history of early Serbian military aviation is, 
to my mind, something special and one which is enhanced by its 
accompanying Dragan Šaler artwork. Peter Cowlan shows that, for 
all of us, there’s always more to discover about any subject, while 
Trevor Henshaw adds flesh to the bare bones of the Morane serial 
listing with his overview of such machines in RFC service. 

Paul Hare’s piece gives yet more insight to the ‘Factory’ and its 
works and Arnold Harvey shows that there are still plenty of TNA 
gems waiting to be analysed. Hopefully, the result is a balanced issue, 
with something for everyone, whether interests involve human, 
technical or operational matters.

Future issues
The Atlas series will be concluded, but Paul Leaman has already 
provided material for a further series – an exhaustive examination 
of the captured German machines that were given RFC/RAF 
G numbers, illustrated with a massive number of photos and 
accompanied by details of the colours and markings carried.

Mike Kelsey has more up his sleeve concerning RFC operations 
in Macedonia, with a feature in the next issue which compares the 
information in Haydemarck’s War Flying in Macedonia with the 
British official accounts. 

Phil Jarrett has contributed a magnificent set of photos that 
accompany a diary account of training with the 18th Wing School of 
Instruction at Hendon. The photos are not just of training machines, 
pupils and pilots and include such gems as shots of the HP O/100 
prototype, the Sopwith LrTT and the ungainly PB23A and PB25.

CCI 48/1 will see an article by Elimor Makevet to coincide with the 
centenary of the bombing raid on Beersheba which killed 16 Jewish 
workers, their deaths having been reported as caused by ordnance 
dropped by a Jewish pilot of the RFC. As ever, Elimor’s research is 
exceptionally detailed.

The New Year will also see the Mike O’Connor/Ray Vann history of 
the RFC/RAF in India, presented in a similar format to their piece on 
training in Egypt, and yet more from the prolific Stewart Taylor.

Editor’s Choice
It’s always nice to pick up a photograph of some historical 
importance and even nicer when the seller doesn’t know what he 
has, and the picture costs less than the postage. Such was the case 
with the little gem shown here.

Most people I’ve talked to have assumed that the first British 
military aeroplane fitted with a machine gun was FE2, which carried a 
Vickers weapon. Jack Bruce had noted that the Air Battalion’s Farman 
F.III, F1, was armed with a Bristol carbine fitted in unspecified fashion. 
That machine is shown here, at Hendon and just noted as a military 
biplane, but the weapon wasn’t a carbine; nor was it a Colt repeating 
rifle, as given in the caption on the original print. It was an 1895 model 
Colt-Browning machine gun, the ‘Potato-Digger’.  The same type of 
weapon was fitted to the Grahame White Type VI, which wasn’t taken 
into military service, but that was almost a year later. Mick Davis


