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Our 2016 Annual General 
Meeting took place on 23 
April, at the RAF Museum, 

and it was a very successful day. The 
guest speakers did a brilliant job 
and left those present with a greater 

understanding of T.E. Lawrence, the Arab Revolt and the 
role played in it by air power. Given the aging population of 
this Society, the number of attendees was relatively low but 
those who were not present and wish to learn more about 
our speakers’ theme can do so by obtaining the latest CCI 
publication, which takes re-vamped material from previous 
CCI issues as well as new material and places it all in one 
package. Details can be found in Bookshelf.

One topic which arose during the course of the meeting was 
the extent to which CCI appeals to the modelling fraternity. 
My own view is that it would be unwise to try and compete 
with existing specialist publications, such as those from 
Albatros, but to include scale drawings and colour profiles 
when appropriate and not as a matter of course. I also care to 
think that we publish a lot of rare and hitherto unpublished 
photographs that would provide a modeller with structural 
details and ideas for different colour schemes; the 78 Squadron 
photo feature in this issue being an example. I’d be interested 
to hear readers’ thoughts on the subject.

Assistance Urgently Needed
The age profile of our membership is reflected by that of 
the committee. Sadly, we currently have the situation where 
our President is doubling as Chairman and Gordon, our 
Treasurer, has reached the stage, due to family commitments, 
where he feels unable to carry on. Bob, our Minutes Secretary 
is also resigning, due to family commitments (but will remain 
a trustee), and we really need extra hands to cope with the 
joint responsibilities of Sales and Marketing. That leaves us 
very short-handed. The committee needs new blood, not just 
to fill those posts but to provide fresh ideas that will enable 
CCI to continue into the long-term future. The Treasurer 
doesn’t need to be a trained accountant and the Minutes 
Secretary doesn’t have to be trained in shorthand. The only 
real input needed is time and effort. If there are people out 

there who are prepared to play a part in the running of the 
society, please do contact our Chairman. And it’s not just the 
existing vacancies that we have to consider. The proverbial 
bus could hit any one of us and the ideal situation would be 
to have an understudy for every committee post, including 
editor. None of the posts requires a specialist background, 
just a commitment to the Society. Again, please make contact 
if there’s an area in which you think you could help.

This Issue
An example of the extra detail provided for modellers is 
Mike Meech’s contribution on Contact Patrol markings. I 
don’t think I’ve seen anything about this before and Mike’s 
highlighting of the use of underwing markings, streamers 
and trailing edge boards should provide food for thought for 
those modelling Corps Reconnaissance types.

Similarly, the 78 Squadron photo feature gives some great 
ideas for those waiting in eager anticipation for the Wingnut 
Wings Camel. The highly polished, rather than spot-
burnished, cowlings would have made those machines look 
exceptionally attractive.

I’d been sitting on Malcolm Barrass’ Rathborne article for 
ages, waiting until a photo surfaced of the 1½ Strutter in which 
he was forced down. One did, and the article is now in print; 
it’s always nice to read a first-hand account. The availability of 
that pic coincided with contact from Robert Witcham, who 
is researching family member and RFC observer S.C. Tinne. 
Robert has shared a lot of photos and other material relating to 
Tinne’s career, including the preamble to and a copy of an open 
letter to all 2nd Brigade aircrew, informing of what to expect 
if made POW. This had an obvious link to the Rathborne 
material and so is given in full as this issue’s Logbook.
Regular contributors Paul Hare, Colin Owers and Stewart 
Taylor all provide interesting articles about their specialist 
areas while the Russian theme of Paul’s Seaplane Atlas and 
Lorne Bohn’s piece on the ‘Galloping Third’ give non-British 
content.

Editor’s Choice
Crash scenes seem to have acted like magnets to those with 
cameras and this distressed MF Se.11 was caught on an 
aeroplane shed roof at Scampton. The machine was from 48 
TS at Waddington. It would seem that the only way to return 
the machine to the ground would be to push it off.
 Mick Davis


