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The journal is now in its 46th 
year and still going strong. 
There are some excellent 

articles lined up for 2015 but, as ever, 
I’d welcome more.
Of course, the major event for our 

diaries is the AGM, to take place at the RAF 
Museum, Hendon, on 25 April. Please note the important 
proposed amendments to our constitution, which appear on 
the first page of this issue. 

Low attendance has been a feature of the regular London 
meetings on HMS President. The Society has been subsidising 
those meetings and Jeff has worked extremely hard to organise 
them. Sadly, numbers have remained low and so the future of 
these meetings is under discussion. 

On a happier note, members will, I’m sure, join me in 
congratulating Phil Jarrett. Phil is an acknowledged authority 
on early aviation and that has been recognised by him being 
made an Honorary Companion of the Royal Aeronautical 
Society.

This Issue
Colour artwork is always attractive and the contemporary 
paintings on the inside front cover do justice to a major 
article in this issue. Sometimes, however, good photographs 
have a place on the outer covers and those in this issue are 
examples of such, with the heavier, glossier paper doing them 
real justice. This interesting RE5 photo turned up recently and 
it complements Paul Hare’s excellent take on that machine.

Luc Vanacker had submitted his short piece on Hickey and 
German self-destruct devices and I realised that, among the 
Stewart Taylor articles at my disposal, there was a biography 
of that Canadian pilot. It seemed sensible to publish the two in 
the same issue, although there is a small amount of duplicate 
information.

I’ve already alluded to Ian Burns’ article and it contains some 
fascinating information and photographs relating to RNAS 
kite balloon operations. 

I had intended to continue the series on German seaplanes 
with the Zeppelin Lindau products but almost instantaneous 
feedback to Paul, from Henning Oppermann, prompted a 
postscript to the Kaiserliche article in CCI 45/4, especially as it 
has made available previously unpublished photographs.

Michael Durey’s contribution examines a single day of 
RFC operations and provides an insight to what was a fateful 
day, for 70 Squadron in particular, while the conclusion of 
the Gerhardt-Japp photo feature gives another interesting 
selection of photographs.

Next Issue
In addition to the Zeppelin Lindau, there will also be a second 
flying boat feature. Colin Owers has written a detailed history 
of the Porte Baby and it will be accompanied by a massive 
selection of photographs and drawings.

Biographies of USAS pilots are usually the province of our 
American equivalent journal and so I am pleased that Alan 
Roesler has provided one of Lt A.H. Jones, who flew with the 
147th Aero Squadron. Again, there are plenty of good, new 
photographs.

There wasn’t space in this issue for the story of the Sisley 
brothers, so that will appear in 46/2, as will Paul Hare’s 
explanation of the quest for inherent stability in early 
aeroplanes.

Caveat Scriptor
I was a teacher in a former existence and a bane was always 
examination coursework, partly it meant that every year I 
was faced with a mountain of scripts to mark. One thing that 
marking soon taught me was how to identify any cheating. A 
sure sign, of course, was pieces of work containing the same 
mistakes. What’s this got to do with CCI?

It was noted in this column, a year ago, that the advent of the 
Great War centenary could see every man and his dog jumping 
on the bandwagon and turning out publications relating to 
our era of aviation history. There certainly seems to have been 
an upsurge in the number of publications, as three pages of 
Bookshelf reviews shows. 

Some have been excellent: Aeronaut and Albatros 
publications can be guaranteed to produce quality material, 
Grub Street are re-issuing aviation classics and individual 
works by respected authors, such as Trevor Henshaw and 
Michael Molkentin, are always worth having. I like to think 
that the material published in our journal easily matches any 
of these and CCI is often acknowledged in authors’ lists of 
references consulted.

I was, therefore, disappointed when a leading commercial 
magazine produced an ‘in depth’ look at the BE series. It 
contained a number of inaccuracies, including a scale drawing 
of a BE12c! That same publication also ran a feature on the 
Sopwith Dolphin, which was better, but contained information 
that was very similar to that in CCI monograph, even down to 
the Victor Yeates quote about its appearance. Coincidence?

CCI, and myself, did get a mention in a recent book that 
covered First World War aerodromes. I was credited with 
providing ‘technical advice’. I categorically deny that. I did give 
the author permission to use the set of plans that originally 
appeared in Royal Navy Aircraft, Serials and Units because they 
are inferior to those produced for the Gazetteer. The author, 
claiming to have used the same sources as Bill and I, then tried 
to get me to provide information on sites at the end of the 
alphabetical listing provided in Part 1 of the Gazetteer. Strange, 
I thought, and refused because it had yet to be published for 
the intended audience, CCI members. 

Surprisingly, the Gazetteer doesn’t feature in the bibliography 
and yet the book contains some mistakes identical to those 
in Bill’s and my work, as well as identical approximate grid 
references for many of those landing grounds which could not 
be exactly pinpointed. CCI readers will have the benefit of a 
list of corrections, to be published at the end of the series.

 Strangely, although one of the RNASU plans was totally 
inaccurate, having been drawn on information available 
at the time, it was included in the book. Strangely too, the 
information on the sites I’d been asked about seems quite 
vague. Possibly coincidence again? But I doubt it, because, to 
cap it all, three of the site plans in the book have been lifted 
from the CCI Gazetteer and one from Jeff Jefford’s RAF 
Squadrons. There may be a common denominator to all of this 
and so let other writers beware that there may be unscrupulous 
people out there. Mick Davis


