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From the Albums
The Gerhardt-Japp Collection Pt 1

via Paul Leaman
We have to thank Ulrike Gerhardt and Ian Japp for the loan of these photographs and permission to use them. I was contacted 

by Ian, who informed me of their existence and explained their provenance. They had originated with a WWI German airman, 
Ulrich Gerhardt, and remained in the family after his death on 28 August 1918, first in Germany and then in England. They came 

into Ian’s hands when the current owner, Ulrike Gerhardt, learned that he was interested in military matters. It is thought that 
Ulrike’s photographs could be part of a larger collection, with the balance possibly remaining in Germany.

It is understood that Leutnant Ulrich Gerhardt of Flieger-Abteilung 7, born 14 August 1895 in Königsberg, died at Carvin on 28 
August 1918 from wounds received in action near Noeux-le-Mines and is thought to be buried in Grave 54 in the the German 

Military Cemetery at Carvin.

Captions for the photographs here and on the rear covers have been written by myself (PSL) with assistance from Andy Kemp, 
Trevor Henshaw, Dr Hannes Täger (caption translation from German), Reinhard Zankl and Reinhard Kastner.

Above: The caption to the original photo (dated 14.8.1918) says that it is ‘Unser 
Ulrich’ (Uncle Ulrich) and it shows Ltn Ulrich Gerhardt of Flieger Abteilung 7 in full 
flying gear and about to take off on a flight in a Rumpler C.IV that bore the number 
2 and the name Hummel (bumble bee) in white. His pilot is thought to have been 
Unteroffizier Schramm. Gerhardt was partially masking the white arrow marked 
between the 2 and the Balkenkreuz. The arrow marking can be seen on shots of 
other FA7 machines.
Left: Posed in front of the same Rumpler were (l – r) Ltn Ulrich Gerhardt, unknown, 
Unteroffizier Schramm.
Below: A DFW C.V in mock aerial combat, 3 May 1918.


