
45.242  Cross & Cockade International Winter 2014

Compiled by Paul Leaman

THE KAISERLICHE WERFT (IMPERIAL SHIPYARD) BUILT SEAPLANES

In 1914 there were three original Kaiserliche Werften1 
located along Germany’s Baltic coast. The main function 
of these was to build warships for the-German Navy 

but, in order to relieve pressure on the commercial German 
aircraft industry during the war, they also designed and built 
nine training aircraft. I have not been able to establish exactly 
who was responsible for the design of these. It may have been 
a single central team or, more like1y, small teams based at 
each of the establishments.2 Whatever it was the design and 
construction of maritime aircraft was a vast departure from 
that of warships.

In all cases I have found very little in the way of accurate 
description of the construction of these aircraft and almost 
nothing of their histories. All of the Kaiserliche Werft designed 
and built aircraft were biplanes and all were provided with two 
seats (one of the instructor and one for the pupil) and all were 
mounted on twin floats.

To avoid confusion the aircraft are listed by their Marine 
Numbers rather than by their manufacturers.

Kaiserliche Werft Wilhelmshaven - 401 to 403 
I have found neither photographs nor details of the actual 
design of these three machines. They are said to have been 
training aircraft of a ‘modern’ design. Only three aircraft were 
built to this design.

Construction started in April 1915 and all three were 
delivered to the navy in August 1915. They were powered by 
100-hp Mercedes D.I engines.

Kaiserliche Werft Danzig3 – 404 and 405. 
Again I have found neither technical details nor photographs 

of these two machines. They were two seat training aircraft 
and built between March and June 1917. They were originally 
powered by 100hp Mercedes D.I engines but 404 (named 
‘Westpruessen’) was also later stated to have had a 160hp 
Mercedes D.III engine.

Kaiserliche Werft Wilhelmshaven - 461 and 462.
 Again only two machines of this design were built, 461 in 

October 1916 and 462 in September 1917. They were two seat, 
twin bay conventional biplanes with wings of unequal span 

swept back by 5°. They were powered by 150hp Benz Bz.III 
engines. Presenting something of a mystery, our photograph 
of 462 shows it to have had a fin and rudder that had a straight 
line from the curved top of the rudder down to the fuselage 
whereas that shown in the ‘Atlas’ drawing is stepped. Also, the 
photograph shows a different engine installation to that in 
the drawing. From the Atlas we can see that all trailing edges 
were provided by tightened wire in the manner common to a 
number of German aircraft.

Kaiserliche Werft Kiel - 463 to 466. 
The only design emanating from the Kiel shipyard. Four 

machines of this design were ordered by the training base 
at Kiel-Holtenau in October 1915 but only one seems to 
have been completed. This was delivered to the SVK4 at 
Warnemünde during the summer of 1916 and remained there 
until the summer of 1918; possibly being used as a trainer 
during that period. 463 was a two seat training aircraft of 
conventional design with un-staggered wings of unequal 
span. It was powered by a 150hp Benz Bz.III engine. It had a 
large square rudder hinged at the rear end of the fuselage that 
extended down below the fuselage. The engine was neatly 
cowled in and its exhaust stack extended above the upper 
wing. Its rectangular sectioned floats were mounted on sturdy 
looking struts the upper ends of which were supported partly 
by the fuselage and also by the wing immediately below the 
inner wing struts.

We have no drawing for this design in our ‘Atlas’ pages. It 
is thought probable that two of the training machines built at 
KW Wilhelmshaven (461 and 462) were to the same design 
although the fin and rudder shapes appear to have differed.

Kaiserliche Werft Danzig - 467 to 470. 
These four machines were for the seaplane base at Putzig and 

were ordered and built between October 1916 and March 1917 
– ahead of the two other Danzig-built machines with lower 
serial numbers (404 and 405). Little is known of their design 
but it was not the same as the other Danzig-built machines. 
They were intended and equipped for maritime bomber 
training and powered by 150hp Benz Bz.III engines.

Kaiserliche Werft 
Wilhelmshaven-built twin 
float seaplane, Marine 
Number 462 on a beaching 
trolley. The photograph 
gives an indication of 
the sweepback on the 
main-planes and the very 
substantial support provided 
by the arrangement of struts 
to the floats. The rudder 
and extended fin, and also 
the floats, however, are of 
different styles to those 
shown on the accompanying 
type data sheet (p45.244). 
The machine appears to 
have been doped in an 
overall light blue or light 
grey colour.
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