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Editorial
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from which copies may be obtained.
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IWM Courtesy of the Imperial War Museum, London
MOD Ministry of Defence - Crown Copyright
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NARA US National Archives & Records Administration
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‘In house’ preparation of the 
journal has kept our subscriptions 

stable for some eight years now, by 
absorbing rising print and postage 

costs. Over this period the Committee 
has regularly sought and been granted 

approval at each AGM to increase the 
subscriptions, if required. At last it has proved necessary, and 
I trust that members will understand that this is being done 
to maintain the journal’s standard; so the annual subscription 
will rise to £27.00, starting with 2015. My own, simplistic, 
view is to ask: – how many Mars bars, Lottery tickets or pints 
of beer can you get for £2.00? 

Please go online, (or use the form on the back of your 
address sheet) to renew, order your calendar and our latest 
book, Hauptmann Godwin von Brumowski. Early renewals 
(well before Issue 1 next March) save work and make for larger 
bulk contract mailings, with lower annual postage costs! 

The centenary of the Great War is now upon us and I’ve 
been amazed at the number of interesting stories covered by 
the media, both in newsprint and on TV. All of this can only 
benefit our Society, as it must, surely, kindle an interest in our 
era and, hopefully generate new members. The only downside 
is that a lot of people, with limited knowledge of WWI 
aviation, will be jumping on the bandwagon and publishing 
inaccurate material. Hopefully, members’ contributions to 
this journal will continue to set the standard.

I wouldn’t swap living in my native North East for anywhere 
else, but there are disadvantages for the aviation enthusiast, 
especially the distance to the capital where most of the 
surviving WWI records are held at the National Archives, 
Imperial War Museum and RAF Museum. Fortunately, 
digitisation projects are gathering pace. I mentioned Andrew 
Pentland’s amazing website in the last issue and now the 
RAFM has plugged another gap. The museum has placed 
Casualty Cards online, with free access, and, although 
the amount of information on each is variable, individual 
airmen can be traced via a simple search function at www.
rafmuseumstoryvault.org.uk. 

Too late for inclusion in Fabric, John Anderson has pointed 
out that FutureLearn is offering a free three-week online 
course led by Dr Peter Gray of the University of Birmingham 
from 20 October, entitled World War 1: Aviation Comes of Age. 
Register online at www.futurelearn.com/courses/ww1-aviation.

This Issue
It’s always pleasing to receive articles on non-British subjects. 
Material in this journal tends to focus, quite naturally, on 
matters relating to the RNAS/RFC/RAF, but it is great when 
something different arrives. Luigino Caliaro’s feature on SVA 
1918 bombing missions is certainly that, and offers an insight 
to the work done by the Italian forces over the hostile terrain 
of the Dolomites, plus some fantastic photographs.

New photographs of aeroplanes are something I think all 
CCI members want to see and so, when Eric Harlin offered a 
set of French, probably official, images, I was only too keen to 
take him up on it. I have to confess that my own knowledge of 
French aircraft and units is limited. Therefore, I asked Steve 
Suddaby to produce captions and he has done us proud. There 
are, however, more of these photographs that I intend to use in 
a future issue.

One of my reasons for limiting the length of the French 
feature was that Syd Buxton had provided another set of 
photos, those of 23 Squadron SPAD S.VIIs, which revealed 
airframe detail that I hadn’t seen illustrated before. The 

resultant feature is short but, to my mind, very informative.
Many readers are more interested in personnel than 

machines, and so Arnold Harvey’s look at the subjective 
material available in the National Archives should appeal 
to them. It certainly contains some interesting snippets of 
information, which probably represent the tip of the iceberg.

Paul Leaman concludes his presentation of information 
on Gotha seaplanes. This series is intended to give a detailed 
overview of such German aircraft, but, of course, the 
information could be taken further. Eric Harlin has done 
just that as part of his examination of the Avro 501 and 503. 
The first 503 was built for the German Navy and some of its 
features can be identified in later German designs.

The Gazetteer of Flying Sites is also an overview and Peter 
Wright shows what can be done by local researchers, in his 
history of Port Meadow aerodrome. Meanwhile Paul Hare 
has taken a break from examining individual Royal Aircraft 
Factory designs and gives us a take on the service use of the 
BE2c and BE2e in India, by 31 and 114 Squadrons; again there 
are some great photos. The ‘minor theatres’ are also covered in 
Richard Forder’s account of his grandfather’s service with X 
Flight in Arabia.

Logbook is my piece of string; the information on Moranes 
is fitted in last and can be as short or as long as necessary. 
That in this issue is short but still contains a couple of tasty 
photographs. Looking to the future, the Moranes will be 
followed by a feature on the BE12b. I’ve been putting together 
information, scale drawings and photographs on that strange 
machine but if anyone has further, unpublished images, I’d 
love to include them.

This issue sees the last of the Ordnance Survey map inserts 
for England and Wales, and Sheet 10 shows the concentration 
of service flying and support sites in the SE of England. Similar 
maps of Scotland and Ireland will follow.

Next Issue
I like to finish the year with a ‘bumper’ article and that for 
45/4 will be a biography of F.C. Armstrong, supported 
by numerous photos of 3 Naval Squadron personnel and 
machines, which will, hopefully, provide the vehicle for some 
colour artwork of that unit’s colourful Pups and Camels.

There will also be another French-themed article, with David 
Méchin describing the events of 19/20 October 1917, when the 
German Navy lost four of its Zeppelins over, and to the south 
of, France. David offers an interesting possible reason for that 
catastrophe. Something Belgian will also be there, with Luc 
Vanacker describing an incident involving the self destruct 
device carried by German aircraft.

We have, to hand, the papers presented at the 2014 CCI 
Seminar by a number of highly respected authors and it is my 
intention to include one in each future issue.  Mick Davis


