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There is very good news for the 
start of 2014. Societies, like ours, 
can suffer during economic 

downturns but CCI is in a very healthy 
position. To date, there have been more 

than 750 renewed subscriptions, an 
increase on numbers for the same time in 

previous years. Not only does this keep the Society’s coffers 
healthy, it also saves our hardworking Membership Secretary, 
Roger Tisdale, time and effort (and the Society postage costs) 
when he doesn’t have to send out reminders. A big thank you is 
in order to all who have renewed so promptly.

Remember that the 2014 Annual General Meeting takes 
place, at the RAFM Hendon, on Saturday 26 April. As ever, 
it gives the opportunity for our membership to air their 
views and vote on decisions affecting the Society’s future. 
Attendance was disappointingly low last year, so please make 
it if you can. The day is not just about the AGM. The Leaman 
Lecture provides the opportunity to hear acknowledged 
experts talking about their pet subjects: this year Dr Phil 
Judkins will discuss Air Defence and Telecommunications in 
WWI, and there is also the social side of things, meeting up 
with old friends and making new ones. Add in the customary 
sale of books and it makes for a great day out.

There is still plenty of time to book for the CCI 2014 Seminar, 
to be held at the Park Inn Hotel, Bedford 13-15 June. Details of 
this, including a list of speakers, can be found on the inside 
cover – it will be a most interesting weekend.

THIS ISSUE
There were some major advances in aircraft design during 
WWI but some of the resulting airframes were developed 
too late to see operational service. The Felixstowe designs 
spring to mind when thinking about British flying boats 
but the types were inferior in performance to their potential 
successor, the Phoenix Cork. Not a lot has been written about 
this design in the past but Colin Owers puts matters to rights 
with his in-depth study of the design, for which an amazing 
number of photographs and contemporary drawings have 
been gathered together.

I wanted something for this first issue that would appeal to 
potential new members and decided that an article relating to 
a famous fighting scout would be best. Stewart Taylor’s piece 
on M.S. Taylor fitted the bill. Not only does it contain a lot 
of factual information, gathered from those who were there, 
but it is illustrated by a vast number of photographs, many 
showing the exotically marked Camels of 9N Squadron during 
the winter of 1917-18. It also provides a vehicle for colour work. 
Arvo Vercamer is to be thanked because he has produced the 
artwork for the covers at short notice. The interpretation of 
colour, from monochrome images, is always open to question 
but the results shown follow a lot of discussion between 
members of the editorial team.

Paul Hare can always be relied upon to produce interesting 
short articles that relate to the Royal Aircraft Factory. His 
take on BE6 is a natural follow-on from the BE5 feature that 
appeared in CCI 44/4 but Paul also forwarded a short two-
page piece on Geoffrey de Havilland’s military service that 
fitted quite nicely into this issue. 

Paul Leaman’s Seaplane Atlas series continues with the 
machines designed and produced under sub-contract by the 
LFG firm, while Trevor Henshaw unearthed an interesting 
TNA file that gives G.F. Pretyman’s contemporary notes about 
the flying and maintenance of Moranes, something I thought 
worth including as an accompaniment to Part 2 of the Morane 
serial listing.

NEXT ISSUE
In this centenary year of the outbreak of the Great War, I 
was looking for material related to that period and so was 
delighted to receive a piece from the Shuttleworth Trust’s 
archive; a narrative of the early history of 5 Squadron RFC 
written by one of its members at the time, G.I. Carmichael. 
Put to paper in 1959, with assistance from other contemporary 
5 Sqn members, this narrative provides a first-hand account 
of the preparations for war and the experiences of the unit in 
the mobile phase of the conflict, before trench warfare set in.

Stewart Taylor has probably interviewed more WWI 
Canadian veterans than any other aviation historian and he 
has provided this Society with a very large number of articles, 
which we are slowly working our way through. That in this 
issue is quite lengthy and so I have chosen a shorter one for 
next time around. Camera Shy is the story of J.P. McRae, whose 
operational service was limited to 64 Squadron; he was posted 
to the unit after training and worked up with it at Sedgeford 
before moving to France and becoming a POW on the first day 
of the Cambrai offensive. Some very interesting photographs 
add to this article’s worth.

One of the great stories of evasion behind enemy lines is 
that of Claude Ridley, who, after service in 3 Squadron and 
on HD duty with 19 RS, was posted to 60 Squadron and was 
involved in spy dropping work. Peter Elliott has compiled not 
just Ridley’s story, but also the background and subsequent 
events relating to the agent he carried on the eventful night of 
3-4 August 1916. Ridley’s grandson had commissioned colour 
paintings that depict Ridley’s career and these will be included.

Paul Leaman’s German seaplane series will continue with 
the first part of the history of Gotha designs. Paul has also 
contributed a biography of a British pilot, J.F. Higgins, who was 
found unsuitable as a scout pilot but went on to an operational 
career flying DH9s with 49 Squadron. Much of the account 
comprises Higgins’ own recollections of the missions he flew 
and it is accompanied by a large number of photographs taken 
during his training days at Dover and Thetford, from his 
operational time in France and from the post-war period and 
service with the Army of Occupation.

Meanwhile, Paul Hare has taken a break from detailing RAF 
designs to provide a biography of one of the Factory’s well-
known test pilots, W.J. Stutt.

I always try not to believe in co-incidence but, no sooner had 
CCI 44/4 been published than I was contacted by Eric Harlin, 
who had just received a number of previously unpublished 
photographs of French machines and personnel. Amazingly, 
one of them shows Capitaine Maurice Happe of MF 29, central 
to Steve Suddaby’s article and instantly recognisable by his 
beard. Eric’s contribution will form a photo piece.

 Mick Davis


